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THE M.O.H. AND RURAL HOUSING 


URING the period between the last war and this 
one it became obvious that the programme for 
housing the agricultural worker was not progressing at 
the same rate as that for the urban industrialist, and 
this brought into being the Rural Housing Sub-Com- 
mittee of the M.O.H. ander Section 135 of the Housing 
Act of 1936. This Committee issued iis first report in 
July and its second ia December of that year. On the 
publication of the report of the Scott Committee in 
1942, it resumed its activities and now its third report 
is in our hands.* 

There have been several reasons why the response to 
the needs of agriculture was less emphatic than that 
to those of urban industry. There was the: fact 
that until recently the wage level for agriculture was 
relatively so.low as to make the economic problem, 
despite special provisions to meet this, more difficult ; 
then the need to deal with such housing in small groups, 
widely scattered, demanded more intimate studies in 
local conditiors, taking up a much greater measure of 
organised effort in proportion to output ; and, thirdly, the 
operation of procedure through the Rural District 
Councils, which, in many cases, administer areas not 
entirely agricultural, confused the demands of the rural 
worker with those who found the location suited to 
some of the factories and other activities close at hand ; 
many R.D.C. areas being, in fact, suburbs of urban 
centres near by: in some cases transfers have been made 
from a rural to an urban authority. 

The Sub-Committee very wisely deputed its chairman, 
Sir Arthur Hobhoase, and one or two other members 
to make a series of local investigations in various areas 
of England and. Wales, so as to acquire a definite picture 
of the prevalent conditions. Representatives of the 
Rural District Councils and their officers were seen, 
and in most cases contact was also made with the 
County Councils. Typical examples of both good and 
bad housing conditions were inspected, and the working 
of the Housing Acts.was studied... — 

The Committee, while in agreement with the Scott 
Report, and while anticipating that the Uthwatt one 
will result in the provision.of simpler and more ex- 
peditious machinery for securing rural housing sites, 
defines the aims of its proposals to conform to the 
following conditions : (1)-A generally improved standard 
of living ; (2). the continuation of subsidies to bridge 
the gap between the economic rent and that which the 
tenant can afford ; (3) the maintenance of agriculture in a 
healthy and well-balanced condition ; (4) the present 
need for rural housiag and a probable increase in the 
future. 

It is found that the much larger proportion of houses 
built by private enterprise in rural districts as compared 
with those,in urban areas, though representing a valu- 
able contribution to housing as a whole, shows that the 
rural worker has not profited to the same extent as the 
urban one, most of these houses being occupied by 
urban workers or by retired people, who are buying them 
by the aid of the building societies ; only a compara- 
tively small number having been built by landowners 

* “Rural Housing.” ThirdfReport of the Sub-Committee, M.O.H. (HM. 
Stationery_Office. 1s.) 





for their own employees. - The Kingsley Wood Act of 
1938, based on the Second Report of this Sub-Committee, 
might have stimulated more building by the rural 
authorities had not operations been cut short by the 
outbreak of war. Previous to this the Government 
subsidies had not made sufficient allowance for what 
was then the low rent-paying capacity of the agri- 
cultural worker. 

When bvilding can be resumed, the task before the 
Rural District Councils will be an arduous one, and the 
Committee find that many are not fully qualified to 
cope with it, nor have they the support of an official 
staff with adequate experience in housing. Owing to 
this, more organisation is needed, and several recom- 
mendations are made with this objective. In view of 
the demands for improved services such as water and 
electricity and for reorganised communications, matters 
largely in the hands of the County Councils, the sug- 
gestion is made that a closer degree of co-operation 
between these and the Rural District Councils is desirable, 
which might take the form of joint committees composed 
of representatives from all the District Councils in the 
county, of the County Council in its health and hoasing 
capacity, with co-opted members from bodies interested 
in housing. These committees might well be formed as 
soon as possible, and would be of great help, through 
the influence of the more progressive elements, in back- 
ward areas. 

Another suggestion is that Rural District Councils 
might be required to secure the representation on their 
housing committees of women qualified to speak from 
the working housewives’ point of view. Emphasis is 
also laid on the desirability of employing qualified 
architects to ensure a satisfactory general scheme and 
good external appearance, thus preserving, and possibly 
enhancing, the beauties of the countryside, an aspect 
too seldom appreciated by local councils. The qualifica- 
tions of the architect for improving internal planning do 
not find a place in this reference, a regrettable oversight. 

Other chapters in the Report deal with the recon- 
ditioning of existing property, asubject approached from 
the administrative aspect, the very difficult technical 
one being outside the scope of the Committee ; village 
amenities, communal buildings, etc., which it is pointed 
out can be provided in whole or in part by a public 
authority ; the financial arrangements of the pro- 
gramme ; and, lastly, the special case of Wales, where 
the resources in the agricultural areas are very limited. 

The study of the financial possibilities covers a wide 
field, including the various terms on which capital can 
be borrowed and the subsidies required to reduce the 
rent. to an amount appropriate to agricultural wages. 
It is considered that there should be a specific preferen- 
tial subsidy for agricultural housing; such as would 
bring the rental down to about 8s. per week, to which 
would be added rates at about 2s. 6d. to 3s. Assuming 
that wages remain at the present level of 65s., it isnot 
considered. vhat a long-term housing programme ought 
to be based on higher rents, as though the 3,000 cot- 
tages now being built are to be more highly rented, it is 
understood that these are intended for key men, who will 
be in receipt of more than the minimum wage. 
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NOTES AND NEWS 
M.o.W. New Appointments. 

Tue Minister of Works announces.that 
in view of the decrease in.the amount. of 
war-time building, Mr. T. P. Bennett 
will, with his approval, relinquish the 
appointment of Director of Works in the 
Ministry at the end of May, im order to 
resume his private practice.. Mr, Bennett 
has consented to assist the Ministry in an 
advisory capacity in relation to certain 
important works which are still under 
construction. Mr. Bennett will be suc- 
ceeded as Director of Works by Mr. C. J. 
Mole, at present Deputy Director of 

orks. 

The Minister has appointed Sir James 
West, Director of Post-War Building, to 
a new post of Chief Architectural Adviser 
to the Ministry. 


N.B.R. Exhibition. 

Tue Exhibition of the work of the 
National Buildings Record will open to- 
day (June 2) at the National Gallery. It 
will consist chiefly of photographs of 
buildings of architectural interest through- 
out the country taken during the past 
three years for record purposes. The 
Exhibition, which is open (Sundays 2 
till 6) from 10 a.m. to 12.30 p.m., and 
from 2.15 p.m. to 6 p.m. (the gap being 
due to the lunch-time concert), will be 
reviewed in our next issue. 


Redesign of Leicester-square Gardens. 

Tue Royal Academy Planning Commit- 
tee recently suggested to Westminster 
City Council that a garden in a London 
square be redesigned on the ground that, 
since removal of the railings, garden 
planting is no longer suitable. The Coun- 
cil furnished the Committee with the 
names of some Westminster squares, and 
informed them that if Leicester-square, 
which is in the Council’s charge, were 
selected, the Council would be pleased, 
without incurring ang obligation, to con- 
sider any design prepared by the Com- 
mittee. The Council have now received 
drawings of threé schemes for the re- 
planning of Leicester-square garden, 
which have been prepared for the Royal 
Academy Committee by Mr. W. Curtis 
Green, R.A., Mr. Edward Maufe, 
A.R.A., and Mr. P. D. Hepworth. The 
Clty Engineer is to report upon the 
schemes, and the Committee have been 
informed that their co-operation with the 
Council in its efforts to improve the 
amenities of the London squares is very 
greatly appreciated, and the Council wil! 
go fully into the matter in the hope that 
it may be able to make good use of one 
of the designs, or a combination of more 
than one, in connection with the restora- 
tion of Leicester-square garden after the 
war. 


Speculative Housing: Architects’ Fees. 

Tue R.I.B.A. announces that the Scale 
of Architects’ Fees for Speculative 
Builders’ Work for a Minimum of Ten 
Houses, printed on pages 755-756 of the 
1939-1940 Kalendar, has been formally 
withdrawn by the Council as_ being 
inapplicable to present-day conditions. 
The Housing Committee have been asked 
to consider the question whether a revised 
scale should be issued. ~ 


The late Frederick Llewellyn, O.B.E. 

We regret to record the death of Mr. 
Frederick. Llewellyn, O.B.E., for. many 
Phere on the staff of the old Office of 

orks.. He was a member of the Council 
of the Architectural and Building Sur- 
veyors Society. 
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Manchester Development Plans. 

Proposats for the making of a new civic 
centre, the further extension of the Town 
Hall, and the rebuilding of the Free Trade 
Hall were brought before the Manchester 
Town Hall Committee recently by a sub- 
committee which had been appointed to go 
into the matter. It was suggested that the 
Free Trade Hall should be reconstructed 
for a period of fifteen or twenty years, for 
the holding, as before, of concerts and 
large meetings, and that at the end of that 
time the building of a new and better hall 
might be considered. The present proposal 
is to retain the outer walls of the old hall 
and to build a new interior, and that this 
work should be started as early as possible, 
though it is not. thought that this can be 
during the war. 

The proposal for a new civic centre and 
the extension of the Town Hall is for the 
rather .far future, and the committee 
instructed the city architect to prepare 
plans. The scheme for the centre envisages 
a@ municipal theatre, a municipal cinema, 
an exhibition hall, and public halls. It 
will have to be fitted into the larger town- 
planning scheme. These various proposals 
are yet at a preliminary stage and will be 
further discussed’ by the Town Hall Com- 
mittee before a final scheme is presented 
to the City Council. 

Minister of Health to Address London 
Builders. 

Mr. Henry Wittrnk, M.P., Minister of 
Health, is to be the guest of honour of 
the London Master Builders’ Association 
at its half-yearly meeting. in the Con- 
naught Rooms on July 27. Mr. H. C. 
Harland, President of the Association, 
will preside. 





COMING EVENTS 


Monday, June 5. 
CrartereD Surveyors’ Institution. Annual 
meeting, 12, Gt. George Street, S.W.1. 5 p.m. 


Tuesday, June 6. 
R.I.B.A. (ArcuirecruRaL Science Boarv. Mr. 
Dennis Chapman on “ Discovery and Analysis of 
Consumer Needs.” 66, Portland-place, W.1. 


6 p.m. 

Wednesday, June 7. 
Prumpinc  ‘Trapes’ NatTionAL APPRENTICESHIP 
Councit. Meefing. 81, Gower-street, W.C.1. 


10.30 a.m. 
Thursday, June 8. 

Association oF BuiLpInc Tecunicians (West- 
minster Branch). Film show, Alliance Hall, 
Palmer-street, Westminster, S.W.1. 6.30 p.m: 

Saturday, June 10. 

Croypoy Borover Lasour Party. Housing and 
Town Planning Exhibition. Opened by Mr. R 
Coppock; ©.B:E. _ “ Crown Hotel,” Croydon. 


June 2 1944 
Builder Becomes President of London 
Rotary Club. 

Mr. W. E. Rics, O.B.E., J.P., imme- 
diate Past-President of the London 
Master Builders’ Association, has been 
elected President of the Rotary Club of 
London in succession to Mr. Malcolm 
Dunbar. Mr. Rice is vice-chairman of 
Megsrs. Rice and Son, Ltd. 


Appreciation of Physical Environment. 
Tue Council for Education in Apprecia- 
tion of Physical Environment has removed 
to 28, King-street, Covent Garden, W.C.2. 
At the recent annual meeting, Professor 
Patrick Abercrombie, -R.I.B.A., 
P.P.T.P.I., was elected as the first Presi- 
dent. of the Council, and Major Clough 
Williams-Ellis as Vice-President. 


Professional Announcements. 

Mr. 8. W. Appteyarp, F.S.I., chartered 
quantity surveyor, has moved from 80, 
Tinwell-road, Stamford, Lincs, to Iron- 
monger-street Chambers, Ironmonger- 
street, Stamford, Lincs. Telephone num- 
ber remains the same : Stamford 2167. 

Mr. Gorpon E. Payne, F.S.I., County 
Planning Officer’ for Gloucestershire, has 
resigned his position and has begun 
private practice as a town and country 
planning and housing consultant, with 
offices at 124, Victoria-street, S.W.1, 
23, Queen’s-court, Bristol, and at 2, King- 
street, Gloucester. 


COMPETITION NEWS 
COMPETITIONS OPEN. 


“ TARRAN ” HOUSES.—Organised by R. G. 
Tarran, for four alternative types of houses 
using “Tarran” system of _ construction. 
Assessor: T. Cecil Howitt, F.R.I.B.A. Prizes 
(in each of four classes): 100 gns., 50 gns., 
25 gns. Conditions (dep., £2 2s.) from Robert 
G. Tarran, Hull. Destens sy June 17. Details 
in The Builder for March 24. 


COTTAGES AT. DARTINGTON.—Organised 
by Dartington Hall Trustees for post-war erec- 
tion. Assessors: Charles Holden and L. Pear- 
son, FF.R.I.B.A. Prizes: £150 for winner, and 
similar sum for other. meritorious designs. 
Special prize for best. design by. Forces member. 
Conditions (5s. fee) from Dartington Hall 
Trustees, Dartington Hall, nr. Totnes,; Devon. 
Desicns By AuGust 31. Details in The. Builder 
for April 21. 


A TIMBER HOUSE.—Organised by Timber 
Development Association for a timber house to 
be produced in quantity. Assessors: C. Cowles- 
Voysey, E. B. O’Rorke and F. MacManus, 
FF.R.I.B.A., with B. Latham and G.’W. Gros- 
venor, Prizes: £250, £100 and £50. "Condi- 
tions (free) from the Association at 69, Cannon- 
street, E.C.4. Questions by June 1. Designs by 
September 30. Confined to architects of British 
nationality. Details in The Builder for April 28. 


A LONDON AIRPORT.—Organised by 
The Aeroplane for an International Airport for 
London. Assessors : Austin Blomfield, F.R.I.B.A., 
Dr. H. Roxbee Cox, Air Vice-Marshal D. C. T. 
Bennett, W. R. Verdon Smith and D. H. Hand- 
over. Prizes: £500, £100 and £50. Conditions 
(free) from The Aeroplane, Bowling Green-lane, 
E.C.1. Questions by July 1 (Overseas competi- 
tors, August 12). Destans sy DecemBer 31 (Over- 
SEAS FEBRUARY 16, 1945). Details in The Builder 
for May 26. 

TUBERCULOSIS SANATORIUM, co. 
DUBLIN.—Organised by Dublin Corporation 
for tuberculosis sanatorium for 320, at_Bally- 
owen, Co. Dublin. Assessors: Harry Allberry, 
Vincent Kelly, J. Murray Easton, Ralph Byrne 
and Dr. A. J. Walsh. Prizes: £500, £350, £250 
and £150. Scheme to cost. not less than 
£350,000. Conditions (dep. £3 3s.) from City 
Manager and Town Clerk, Municipal Build- 
ings, Dublin. Questions by July 21. Destens 
BY JUNE 30, 1945. - Details in The Builder for 
January 14 and 28 (site plan). 


From The Builder of 1844 
Saturday, June 1, 1844. Price 3d. 


THe Houses oF  Parwiament.—It 
appears, by a return made to the House 
of Commons, that in 1838) the Lords of 
the Treasury limited Mr. Barry’s remu- 
neration, as architect of the Houses of 
Parliament, to £25,000, to be paid at 
intervals in proportion to the advance of 
the works. 
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BUILDING COSTS BETWEEN THE WARS 


2.--RETROSPECTIVE RECKONINGS. 


By S. HOOKWAY, F.S.1. 


THE example taken for analysis is a 
small family house with three bed- 
rooms, typical of thousands built be- 
tween the wars by private enterprise, 
of about 15,000 ft. cube content, brick 
built (with facings), with a timbered 
and tiled pitched roof; such as was 
being sold just before the present war 
at about £850. It is a useful example. 
because, as a type, it did not vary 
very much in between the years con- 
cerned, and was of fairly standard 
construction throughout the country; 
and containing, as it does, something 
for every trade, it should sift the 
averages pretty thoroughly. 


In order to draw a comparison with 
municipal housing over the same 
period it may be taken as a rough 
yardstick (and hence to be used with 
discretion) that this house is of a 
standard showing a cost ratio-of 5:3 
with the average municipal parlour- 
type house of similar accommodation. 
That is to.say, if the cost figures given 
are reduced by 40 per cent, they line 
up tolerably closely with municipal 
housing figures. 

Although refinements were coming 
in during the latter years, I have, as 
far as possible, levelled up these 
factors in the pricing. For instance, 
before 1920 it was usual for.this type 
of house to have foundations executed 
in lime-concrete. This is allowed for, 
the pricing being on a cement-concrete 
basis only from 1924 onwards. For 
smaller items I have ‘not differentiated ; 
for instance, lintols are reckoned in 
concrete throughout, although this was 
not customary until recent years. Th2 
windows are taken as wood casements 
throughout, since it was not usual to 
find steel casements in this fype in the 
earlier years. The lighting was usually 
by gas in 1914, and usually by elec- 
tricity in 1939; I have dealt with it 
in the “Smith and Founder” trade 
throughout. 


Other variables are dealt with in 
like manner so as to obtain as fair a 
comparison as possible. In some 
instances this may enhance the cost of 
the 1914 example above what was usual 
(for example, in the provision of a 
domestic hot-water system, and a basin 
in one bedroom), but this course is 
obviously necessary to obtain compar- 
able figures. The pricing is on a level 
consistent with my own experience in 
the South of England, and, as sug- 
gested above, it is applied with a 
certain measure of flexibility when it 
has seemed necessary in order to 
balance variable elements. The pricing 
allows for profit, and hence the totals 
are representative of the selling prices. 


The analysed figures, set out in the 
trades order of a bill of quantities, are 
shown, commencing at 1914,- and 
then at five-year intervals to 1939, the 
middle period of the year being taken 
in each case. 

As compared with the datum of 1914, 


the increments in total cost are as 
follows :— 


121 per cent. 

The list omits detail for the “‘ peak ” 
years of 1920-21 (to which reference 
can be made below in the graphic 
diagram). I have done this advisedly, 


1914. 
Excavator eis Ke 
Concretor oh a 18 
Bricklayer 
Drainlayer 
Tie >. 
Carpenter ns 
Joiner and Ironmonger 
Smith and Founder 
Plasterer . 
Plumber ‘ 
Glazier and painter 
Paths and fences 
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cipal parlour-type houses were being 
let for figures ranging between £760 
and £8&0—average £820.) 

The diagram which follows indicates 
(in the lower half) the variations be- 
tween 1914 and 1939, based on the fore- 
going detailed figures, the intermediate 
years being interpolated. 

Considering first the labour factor, 
the datum in 1914 (using London rates) 
was: craftsmen 114d. per hour, with 
painters at! 9d. and labourers 8d. When 


the war ended in 1918 the rate for 


craftsmen had risen to 1s. 7}d., painters 
Is. 44d., and labourers Is. 34d., a 


1924. 1929. 1934. 1939. 
13 14 12} 13} 
38 344 28 30 

286} 300 261 259 
27 244 2. «OBR 
69 ; 56 
67} ; 51 

167 130 
28 264 24 

108 94 

103 71 
45 39 
33 25 





Totals .. 


985 816 





because there was so little stability in 
those years; wages went rocketing up 
and then came tumbling down; mate- 
rials were even more erratic; so much 
so that estimating in retrospect would 
be even more haphazard than must 
have been estimating at the time. To 
permit some comparisons, however, I 
would insert the 1920 figure at £1,350, 
which is 150 per cent. above the 1914 
datum. (I think this is not far adrift; 
applying our 5:3 ratio, as noted above, 
and reducing £1,350 by 40 per cent., we 
get a figure of £810. Lists of tenders 
in June, 1921, that contracts for muni- 


YEARS 


B th OrnG 


BETWEEN 1 


waGce 


general rise of about 80 per cent. By 
the middle of 1919 craftsmen were get- 
ting 1s. 9d., painters on revised work- 
ing rules had risen to ld. less, and 
labourers 1s. 5d. A further rise at the 
end of 1919 was followed by a rapid 
jump in June, 1920, to 2s. 44d. for 
craftsmen and 2s. ld. for labourers. 
This uneasy peak was maintained for 
a year, and then it toppled; from May, 
1921, we see a steadily falling rate until 
Is. 8d., Is. 3d. was reached in June, 
1922. That, was the end of fhe up- 
heaval; thereafter the trend was 
tolerably steady, rising and maintained 


- 
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for a period of three years (1925-28) at 
ls. 9$d., 1s. 4$d.; then gradually fall- 
ing, through the ‘‘ economic depres- 
sion” years from 1931 to 1935 to a low 
level of 1s. 7d., 1s. 24d.; finally harden- 
ing from 1936 onwards, until by the end 
of 1939 we find we are back again at 
the 1925-28 levels. The trend is set out 
graphically in the top part of- the 
diagram, where the upper level repre- 
sents craffsmen and the lower level 
labourers, both at London rates. 
Taking an aggregate of the rates for 


London and several provincial centres’ 


(some of which improved their grade 
during the period) we find the follow- 
ing average percentages for labour 
above the 1914 datum :— 


per cent. 
1918 (end of war) 80 
1919 100 (rising) 
1920 200 (peak) 
1921 185 (falling) 
1923. 97 
1924 105 
1925-28 120 
1929 115 (falling) 
1934 95 (lowest since 
1918) 
thence rising steadily to 
1939 125 (at outbreak 
of war) 


These percentages, it is to be noted, 
are slightly higher than would result 
if rates for London only were taken 
into account. In some provincial 
centres, where up-grading occurred, 
the percentage figures would be more 

The assessment with regard to mate- 
rials is not so simple, and the answers 
would be variable, depending upon 
locality, and upon which were the 
“ heavy ” trades in the bill of quanti- 
ties. It is on this account that in a 
limited discussion. such as is here 
undertaken one finds it necessary to 
remain with one simple _ typical 
example. If one took a factory as an 
example, variable percentages of 
increase for the same cubic content 
would result, depending upon whether 
it was basicaily a brickwork job, a 
reinforced concrete job, or a steel- 
framed timber-roofed and sheeted job; 
and different localities would give 
further variations. ‘Locality can make 
an appreciable ~ difference. For 
instance, a few years before the war, 
when London brick prices were fall- 
ing, a similar trend was not apparent 
in other parts of the country (in some 
places in the South-west of England 
it was found at that time to be cheaper 
to import Flettons than to use the 
nearest local supplies). 

To give a list of the variations in 
costs of materials would not be to give 
the information in its most assimilable 
form, because in addition to noticing 
the variation in price of each single 
material we should have to appreciate 
its effect as a factor within a set of 
figures themselves variable. We are 
used, however, to considering - the 
“labour as to materials ratio”’ for 
given types of building; hence, having 
before us the figures and the diagram 
for wages variations, it will afford a 
simpler comparison if we consider the 
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materials cost variations in relatign- 
ship to the labour rates. 

From the diagram it is seen that 
the general trend of the total-cost 
curve follows the same pattern as the 
variation in wages (allowing for th: 
difference in vertical co-ordinates), 
except that the total-cost curve is 
more pronounced than the other in ‘its 
downward deflection in the years 1933- 
1936. (The ‘‘depression” in the graph 
follows up the trade depression of 
those years.) These complementary 
curves indicate that in general the 
tendency was for material costs to rise 
and fall with labour rates. This is so, 
but the gradation was rarely propor- 
tionate between the two factors. 

In 1914 the labour : materials ratio 
(in the type of building here being 
discussed) was about 35:65. Towards 
the end of the 1914-18 war, material 
costs were rising on quicker curve 
than labour rates, so that by the end 
of the war the labour : materials ratio 
had resolved itself to about 30 : 70. 
Labour soon reasserted itself; the 
phenomenal rise in wages between 
November, 1919, and June, 1920, re- 
dressed the balance, and we find the 
ratio more than reverted, and stand- 
ing at about 40:60 at the peak price 
period of 1920-21. The rise in labour, 
of course, soon became reflected in the 
materials costs, and was held a little 
longer, so that from 1922 to 1925 we 
find that materials costs, although 
falling, maintained a higher percent- 
age increase on the 1914 datum than 
did labour. This was an abnormal 
feature and was eliminated between 
1925 and 1926; thereafter, for 14 yeais 
up to the present war, materials have 
consistently shown a lower percentage 
of inérease on the 1914 datum than 
labour. Material costs have shown a 
tendency to fall rather than rise, and 
when they have risen they still found 
the labour rates left with the better 
increment. 

The explanation of this is not diffi- 
cult to track down. Mass production 
of building units, and similar methods 
applied to the production and market- 
ing of the basic materials (bricks, 
cement and timber) have helped on 
the one hand, whilst improved labour 
conditions and relations in the build- 
ing industry have helped on the other, 
by keeping the level of wages a cut 
above the generality. 

To resume the record of the labour : 
materials ratio—after the peak period 
of 1920-21, when the ratio was 40 : 60, 
we find that the “ advantage to mate- 
rials ” influence for two or three years 
resulted in the ratio reverting again 
to a low labour level of 33 : 67 in 1923. 
Thereafter, with labour rates rising, 
the ratio built itself up steadily on 
the labour side (following the influ- 
ences referred to above) without 
relapse, so that, in 1924 it was about 
34 : 66; in 1929, 38:62; in 1934, about 
40 :60 again; and in 1939, just before 
the war, about 42 : 58. 

The question has been asked: 
“* When did the cost of building revert 
to normal after the last war? ’— 
normal meaning the state of economic 
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stability having regard to industry as 
a whole. .I think the figures show that 
the date was about 1924. The labour: 
material ratio had reverted approxi- 
mately to-whai it was in 1914, but the 
whole was at, a level about 80 per cent. 
higher. This normality continued for 
several years, and with the assistance 
of mass production on the materials 
side, and education in craftsmanship 
on the labour side, I think we could 
have confidently looked for a general 
healthy level about 65 per cent. above 
1914. The ‘‘ economic depression ” o! 
the early ‘thirties sent the level down 
to only 50 per cent. above the datum, 
but the balance was being redressed 
when the war overtook us. 

What will be the level when the 
present conflict ends? If it took us six 
years to get back to normality after 
the last war, what will be the chances ° 
this time of returning sooner? The 
problem this time will be:so much the 
greater. 

The answers might be aptly con- 
sidered in parallel building technics. 
A design for a new structure in rein- 
forced concrete to-day is not a new 
problem as much as a new application. 
Forty years ago—even twenty-five 
years ago—it would have been a new 
problem. But the record of past ex- 
perience, past achievements, trials 
and errors, the results: of physical 
research, are known. What was ex- 
periment 25 years ago is either proved 
or disproved to-day; and the interplay 
of the various factors and functions is 
allowed for according to the recorded 
data. We know just how much rein- 
forcement must be inserted to with- 
stand the various strains and stresses. 

In the problem of planning for post- 
war we also have the benefit of past 
experience, the result, of trial and 
error, the record of the interplay of 
the various factors and functions as 
observed in the same problem 25 year: 
ago. We realise it will have to be a 
‘reinforced ” job, reinforcement being 
required in the shape of necessary 
controls maintained to counteract, the 
stresses and strains to be expected. 

Carrying the analogy a step farther, 
the concrete engineer produces a de- 
sign and specification that will maste: 
the job. But one thing can beat him 
—the human factor, particularly in the 
preparatory and temporary work. Ii 
the formwork is executed without 
adequate support, or is struck too soon, 
all the skill of the designer will be 
powerless to prevent the structure 
failing. In our parallel problem we 
may regard the initial temporary 
schemes as the formwork; the two 
years’ scheme before the ten-year: 
plan. Our ‘‘ formwork ”’ lies in getting 
the men back into homes, getting the 
preparatory work soundly and ade- 
quately set up, and harnessing the 
difficulties in the light of past experi- 
ence; and whilst we must see to it that 
the formwork is not struck too soon, 
we must, not forget that formwork in 
position is an incubus and an obstruc- 
tion to the efficient completion of th» 
whole structure. 

(Concluded.) 
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BIRD’S-EYE VIEW. ; 


A CREMATORIUM FOR NEWPORT, MON. 


C. F. WARD, F.R.I.B.A., BOROUGH ARCHITECT. 


THE SCHEME ILLUSTRATED IN THESE PAGES IS OF A CREMATORIUM 
proposed to be built after the war in Newport, Monmouth- 
shire, by the Town Council, and has been prepared under 
the direction of Mr, F. Warp, F.R.1.B.A., Borough 
Architect. The drawings have been executed by the Deputy 
Borough Architect, Mr. Jonson Brackett, A.R.I.B.A. It 
is hoped to proceed with this scheme as a post-war project 
The estimated cost, based on 1939 prices, is £28,000, includ- 
ing the purchase of a site. The photographs are by W. G. 
Busby, of Newport, 

- Srre.—This would be in a woodland clearing area of five 
acres approximately. This will allow for: (a) complete 
privacy; (b) extension of buildings; (c) a large ‘‘ garden of 
rest’’ with enclosed floral court cut off from the approach 
road and the car-park; (d) adequate car-parking facilities; 
and (e) a formal water garden. The site would be situated 
near a main road, with one entrance only for proper super- 
vision and. control, the approach drive being of double 
carriage width, 

Tue ScHepute or AccomMopaTION in the crematorium is : 
(1) Covered portico for vehicles at main entrance; (2) En- 
trance hall; 20 ft. by 23 ft.; (3) Hall of Remembrance, 20 ft. 
by 12ft.; (4) Waiting room, 20ft. by 12 ft.; (6) Lava- 
tory accommodation (males and females); (6) Chapel, 45 ft. 
by 45ft.; (7) Chancel, 24ft. by 21ft.; (8) Superintendent’s 
office and lavatory, 22ft. by 10 ft.; (9) Vestry and lavatory, 
22 ft. by 10 ft.; (10) Mortuary, 21 ft. by 10ft.; (11) Under- 
taker’s staffroom and store, 21 ft. by 12ft.; (12) Staff lava- 
tories; (13) Furnace room, 21ft. by 22ft.; (14) Receiving 
room, 21 ft, by 10ft.; (15) Organ gallery, 16ft. by 14 ft. ; 
(16) Basement, containing boiler room, fuel store, motor- 
room, urn store, and general storage, 67 ft. by 22 ft. 

There would be a lodge, of parlour, three-bedroom type. 

Tue CHapet.—Whilst crematoria are undenominational, it 
is nevertheless desirable to place the chapel on an east 
to west-axis. Seating accommodation is provided for 200 
mourners. The construction would be in concrete and rein- 
forced concrete for the basement and flat roofs; walls would 
be cavity brickwork, with an outer skin of Portland stone 
on a Darley Dale stone base, Internally, walls will be 


“a pair of heavy chancel curtains. 


plastered, painted and distempered, and fixtures and fittings 
would be in hardwood, preferably Austrian oak. The Chapel 
is octagonal in shape, so planned that the catafalque can be 
seen clearly from each seat. 

Funeral Procedure.—The body is placed on the catafalque 
in the chancel, and when the committal services are rendered 
by the Minister, an electric button is pressed which operates 
a small electric motor, thereby closing slowly and noiselessly 
At the same time a warn- 
ing bell rings in the undertakers’ staff waiting room, thus 
giving time for the drivers to have motor viialen ready for 
the return journey. After the chancel curtains close, which 
signifies the end of the service, the coffin is drawn into the 
receiving room and placed in the furnace, which is preheated. 

Frorat Court.—Planned at the east end of the crema- 
torium, the floral court has been designed with a dual 
purpose: (a) to provide a formal setting for wreaths and 
floral tributes, and (b) to provide dignified wall space for 
properly considered uniform commemorative tablets in bronze. 
One of the most difficult of recurring problems is the disposal 
of dead and decomposing flowers. Arrangements have been 
made in the scheme so that these can be disposed of down a 
chute into an incinerator in the boiler house adjoining. 

Cotonnape.—Overlooking the ‘‘ garden of rest,’”’ a semi- 
circular colonnade (provided with continuous seating, shel- 
tered from the weather) acts as a screen for the floral court 
and a resting-place for quiet meditation. 

Urns AND CASKETS, AND Memor1ats.—No provision is made 
in this scheme for a Columbarium, because there is a growing 
and very strong abhorrence to the exposure of countless recep- 
tacles placed row on row in shelves, which seemed to be 
entirely lacking in reverence and the respect due to the dead. 
The manner most favoured to-day is that of scattering the 
ashes to the winds over the ‘‘ garden of rest,” and in the 
case of ashes contained in urns or caskets, the burying of 
these under the green sward, which is carefully replaced. 

It is important that no memorial crosses, stones, or distin- 
guishing signs of any kind be permitted within the grounds 
of the crematorium. A record, -instead, would be inscribed 
in an illuminated book of remembrance in the Hall of 
Memory. ; 





<q Cw FP Pent ee eae ere Oh 7 oe _ 


*LSV3a ONINOCOT NOILD3S “NOILDIS IWNIGNLISNOT “LSAM ONINOOT NOILD3S “NOILWA313 LSV3 








June'2 1944 


“NW1d 3HL 





“LOALIHDYVY HOSNOYWOE “VAT ‘GYVM "4d ‘D 
"NOW ‘LYOdMAAN YOs WNIWOLVWWIYD V 


4 
ws 
a 
= 
> 
a 
A 
= 
= 


“NOILVA313 HLNOS “NOILWA313 LSAM ‘NOILWA313 HIYON 














June 2 1944 


ADDITION TO HOLY 
TRINITY CHURCH, 
HAZELMERE, BUCKS 


MAURICE E. TAYLOR, 
A.R.I.B.A., A.M.T.P.I., 
A.I.L.A., ARCHITECT 


THIS ADDITION TO THE Parisu 
Church was required to serve a 
variety of purposes, such as a choir 
vestry, social hall and parochial meet- 
ings. The requirements laid down by 
the clients were that no graves should 
be disturbed, the building should be 
in keeping with the existing churcn, 
have a curved roof internally, that 
no windows of the existing church be 
darkened by the addition, and that 
the whole building, excluding fees, 
should cost in the region of £650. The 
required curved internal roof necessi- 
tated an external pitched roof in order 
that no interference would occur with 
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the lighting of the existing windows 
to the main building. 

The walls of the building were 
faced with yellow Bedford stocks to 
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match the existing building. Recon- 
structed stone was used for plinth, 
coping, steps, and headstone over main 
door. The floor is covered with 
American oak blocks, and heating was 
provided by two hot-water radiators 
rum from the existing heating system. 
The builders were Messrs. Y. J. 
Lovell & Sons, of Beaconsfield. 





$6.20 TF A-A 
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COUNTY BOROUGH OF 
BOOTLE HOUSING 
DESIGNED BY 


W.A. HARRISON, M.Inst.C.E., 


BOROUGH ENGINEER AND 
SURVEYOR. 


ILLUSTRATED ON THIS PAGE ARE 
suggestions for a model permanent 
house—A3 _ type—incorporating pre- 
fabricated kitchen unit, and of a floor 
area of 980 super feet. The house 
has been designed by Mr. W. A. 
Harrison, O.B.E., M.Eng. (Liver- 
pool), M.Inst.C.E., M.Inst.M. & Cy.E., 
Borough Engineer and _ Surveyor, 
Bootle. 

The Housing and Town Planning 
Committee of the Bootle Council has 
had under consideration for some time 
the erection of a model permanent 
house incorporating modern appliances 
such as a prefabricated kitchen unit 
in an improved type of plan. Careful 
consideration has been given to various 
types of kitchen units, which are now 
being designed with a view to mass 
production after the war and for use 
in post-war houses, and a unit de- 
signed by Radiation, Ltd., has been 
incerporated in plans for an A3 type 
house. 

Mr. Harrison writes: As I am 
yet to be convinced- with regard to 
the successful use of prefabricated 
materials for permanent house con- 
struction, I have designed the pro- 
posed house in brick construction 
with slated, tiled or flat roof. As it 
is likely in the early post-war years 
that some form of prefabrication will 
have to be used to minimise the use 
of skilled labour, it is pointed out 
that there should be no difficulty in 
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A PERSPECTIVE. (FIVE DISTINCT TREATMENTS HAVE BEEN DESIGNED) 


applying prefabricated methods of 
construction to the plan, should such 
a method of prefabrication prove to 
be satisfactory in the future. The 
house, which has a through living- 
room, and as a consequence can be 
used as a north or south aspect house, 
has a floor area of 980 super feet, and 
provides the accommodation as set out 
in this report. 

The kitchen unit referred to is centred 
on a smokeless fuel stove, positioned 
in the living-room, and is.capable not 
only of ‘warming the living-room but 
of supplying ample hot water for 
domestic use, and, in addition, a par- 
tial central-heating system, which will 
provide a comfortable temperature in 
the coldest parts of the house by means 
of four radiators fixed in varying posi- 
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tions and giving a total heating surface 
of 40 super feet. The stove is a 
smokeless fuel stove, and can be fired 
by means of coke or anthracite. 
Accommodation may be studied from 
plans, We show one of five alternate 
elevations to which the house ‘could be 
erected, providing for pitched or flat 
roofs, and other variations. A model 
of the house is now being constructed 
by the Liverpool Gas Company to the 
scale of 2in. to the foot, and will soon 
be exhibited for public inspection, It 
is hoped also, in the near future, to 
obtain permission to erect at least one, 
or preferably a pair, of these houses 
on a “‘blitzed”’ site in Bootle, as ex- 
hibition houses for further inspection 
and criticism, and in order to get the 
reaction of the public to the proposals. 
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CORRESPONDENCE 


[Whilst we are glad to publish letters on profes- 
sional and other mattens of interest to our readers, 
it must be understood that we do not necessaril 

endorse the remarks of correspondents, who wi’ 

oblige us if they will express their views as briefly 
as possible. 


A Temporary Factory-made House. 

To tHe Eprror or The Builder. 
Srr,—It is with some hesitation that I 
submit to you the attached idea for a 
temporary factory-built dwelling. Hesi- 
tation, I say, because I expect you have 
been inundated with a flood of counter 
schemes, amendments, etc., following on 
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the recent erection of the Government- 
sponsored trial prefabricated house in 
London. I can, therefore, only hope that 
there may be some features in my design 
that will interest you. 

Whilst this is not the place to criticise 
the Government-sponsored house, I felt, 
after studying the plan, that there was 
room for improvement; and my scheme 
is an attempt to solve these problems on 
approximately the same floor area. 

The plan is based on a standard 2 ft. 
6in. unit made up into three 10-ft. by 
20-ft. rectangles, with 6-in. thick external 
walls and 6in. between these rectangles 
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to make room for the tubular floor and 
roof supports. The internal floor area 1s 
therefore 620 sq. ft. The external walls 
are made up of ten 10-ft. wide panels, and 
are interchangeable. The fine points of 
the construction of these panels would 
have to be decided by. experts. I have 
merely indicated a possible method. The 
roof and floor are supported on beams 
welded to eight tubular steel supports, to 
which all the wall panels would be fixed. 
The size of these tubes and beams could 
be varied without upsetting the plan. 
The layout of the rooms is, of course, 
governed to a great extent by the con- 
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DESIGN FOR A TEMPORARY FACTORY-MADE HOUSE, BY DAVID W. OLIVER. (See “Correspondence.’’) 
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struction, but the following points may 
serve to amplify the drawing :— 

There is a tradesmen’s delivery hatco 
over the fuel store. 

The kitchen is not a passage room, and 
would, I think, give ample space for work. 
The draining board has a flat finish on 
its underside and hinges back to allow the 
housewife to stand in front of both sinks 
when washing clothes, etc. All the cup- 
boards have roller shutter doors and extend 
the whole length of the south wall. 

The living-room being in the middle of 
the house has only 15 ft..of external wall, 
and the stove is so placed as to heat the 
living-room, both bedrooms and _ their 
cupboards without any trunking. The 
French windows on the south could, if 
so desired, be replaced by ordinary win- 
dows similar to those in the bedrooms. 
The external terrace would be optional. 

The bedrooms are small, but I think 
would be quite adequate in a house of this 
nature. Should a double bed be required 
in either room, the position of the win- 
dows could be easily changed from the 
east wall to the north or south walls. 

The water from the roof would dis- 
charge into a deep tank placed in the 
top portion of the duct, and a separate 
tap provided over the large kitchen sink 
for use in clothes washing, etc.. 

Davip W. OLIvER, 
(Student R.1I.B.A.] 


Saltford, near Bristol. 


Vacancies for Architects. 
To tHe Eprror or The Builder. 


Sir,—Mr. G. B. J. Athoe naively seeks 
enlightenment as to why the Exeter City 
Council and other public bodies insist 
that applicants for their senior architec- 
tural appointments must be members of 
‘*‘a certain Institute.” 

The simple explanation is that it is 
obviously desirable, and in the interests 
of the public and of architecture, that 
national aud local government authorities 
and others who are appointing salaried 
, architects should insist on a high standard 
of professional ability in the candidates. 

The informed layman and the profes- 
sion recognise that the possession of a 
diploma of Fellowship or Associateship of 
the Royal Institute of British Architects 
indicates a high minimum standard of 
proficiency in the holder and regards it 
as the normal qualification of a skilled 
architect. 

The insertion of the phrase ‘‘or other 
like qualification’’ would in the case of 
the architectural profession be meaning- 
less as a like qualification does not exist. 

The statutory requirement that all new 
entrants to the profession must pass an 
examination which is the qualification for 
Associateship of the R.I.B.A. ensures a 
high standard of proficiency in the next 
generation of architects and commends 
the vision of the authorities who demand 
that standard in their official architects 
to-day. ; . 
OrFictaL ARCHITECT. 


“* Standard Construction for Schools.” 
To tHe Eprror or The Builder. 
Srr,—Referring to the plans published 
in your issue of May 19, I wonder why 
all the classrooms appear to have been 
planned for right-hand lighting. 
Giusert T. GARDNER. 


Oxford. 
** Apparently by a draughtsman’s error 
the doors are shown at the wrong end 
of the room in Fig. 4 of this M.o.W. 
booklet.. The principal lighting of all 
classrooms is intended to be from the left- 
hand side of the pupils.—Eb. 
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House Construction: Superimposed Loads 
on Floors. 


To THe Eprror or The Builder. 

Srr,—Mr. R. V. Boughton, in his letter 
published in Zhe Builder for April 1, 
raised some pertinent questions which have 
caused much discussion and argument 
even during the short period which has 
elapsed since the publication of Post-war 
Study No. 1.—House Construction, 

The assumptions for loading recom- 
mended in this official publication include 
certain radical departures from previously 
accepted practice, and preliminary calcula- 
tions for floor units certainly appear to 
justify Mr. Boughton’s conclusions. For 
instance, taking each type of unit in 
turn ;— 

(a) Froor Boarps anp Stass.—These 
members should be designed not so much 
for the average intensity of loading over 
the whole floor, as for the maximum 
“local ’”’ loading that can occur on any 
portion of the surface. If the centre of a 
room be cleared for a party, etc., it is not 
unreasonable to assume that there may be 
one person on a 2ft. square, i.e., per 

ft. of surface area. Taking the 
average weight as 10 stones (by no means 
an excessive figure), the static loading = 
140/4 = 35lb. per sq. ft., which, for 
spans under 7 ft. is covered by the 240 lb. 
alternative uniformly distributed load, but 
does not include any impact allowance. 

(b) Beams, Rips AnD JOISTS : SPACED AT 
NOT MORE THAN 3 FT. APART.—Such mem- 
bers may be designed for slab loading; 
therefore, if placed at the ae ee 

‘ 3 80 Ib. 
centres, the design load 340 ~ per sq. ft. 
and for any span = 240 x span in ft. 
Thus for all spans less than 8 ft. this value 
is less than the main beam load of 1,920 lb. 

(c) Beams, Rips anp JoIsts, OVER 3 FT. 
APART.—Each main supporting unit must 
be designed for a load of 1,920 lb., 


uniformly distributed, which is egui- 
valent to a minimum surface area of 
ad = 64 sq. ft., i.e., 8 ft. square. Thus 


it would appear that main beams of under 
8 ft. span must be designed for a greater 
load than the secondary members placed 
closer together (i.e., at not more than 
3 ft. apart), despite the fact that they are 
less likely to be effected by concentrated 
and impact loading. 

For example, taking a permissible stress 
in bending of 800 lb. per sq. in., timber 
joists of 4ft. span, if placed at 3 ft. 
centres, or less, would require to be 2 in. 
by 5 in. or equivalent; but if the distance 
apart is increased even to 3 ft. 6in., the 
size'must be increased to 3 in. by 6 in. or 
2in. by 7 in. 

Thus preliminary investigations do seem 
to indicate that more economical and 
balanced design would have been achieved 
if the previously accepted practice, as 
specified in existing building bye-laws for 
various types of buildings, had been ex- 
tended in Sindy No. 1 to the construction 
of domestic buildings—that ‘is to say, if 
the design load recommended for main 
units had been fixed at a figure reasonably 
below that for the surface and secondary 
units, and the alternative uniformly dis- 
tributed loads adjusted in proportion. 

Mr. Boughton also raised the important 
question of deflection, to which no refer- 
nece has been made in the publication. 
Whatever the reason for it, this is a sur- 
prismg omission and is one that will be 
incomprehensible to many practical de- 
signers, architects and builders. 

Post-war Building Study No. 1.—House 
Construction, will be welcomed as a valu- 
able addition to current technical literature 
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on the subject, and doubtless those respon- 
sible for its compilation have very good 
reasons for making their recommendations. 
Nevertheless, in the writer’s opinion, an 
“* official ’’ explanation of the matters at 
issue would do much to enhance its value, 
and would be appreciated by all concerned 
with the design of housing. 
F. M. Bowen, 
A.M. Inst.C.E., A.M.I.Struct.E. 
Lauriston House, 
Cleveden, Somerset 


Conversion of Camps for Housing. 
To tHe Eprror or The Builder. 

Srr,—Now that the Government’s build- 
ing programme for war purposes is prac- 
tically complete, there will be a large 
amount of both mobile and immobile 
building trade labour available, plus the 
large number of apprentices engaged in the 
industry, which has been considerably 
augmented since January, 1943, under the 
National Scheme of Apprenticeship, in 
which the Government are taking a very 
active part, particularly in connection with 
the technical education of these appren- 
tices. Many boys of present  school- 
rope age have been devoting their time 
to technical education and are now await- 
ing a call-up to the ranks of the building 
industry to continue their practical train- 
ing. Surely with the labour now avail- 
able the Government could sanction a 
modest start being made with housing 
schemes, so as to find the adults employ- 
ment and the apprentices a field for 
training. 

It is evident that. many of our camps 
will be vacated at an early date by troops 
going overseas, and the accommodation 
would not be required for demobilisation 
purposes, which we understand will be 
regulated. If a survey is made of the 
Government’s requirements for this pur- 
pose, I feel sure that| many camps could 
be put into the hands of building con- 
tractors at an early date for housing. 

The saving in cost of the conversion of 
military camps as against prefabricated 
houses on new sites would give the 
Governmént a large margin towards a sub- 
sidy to transport companies for cheap 
daily fares between camps in the rural 
districts and the industrial centres. 

Joun Huaues, J.P., 
Managing Director, 
Joun Hueues (Contractors), Lp. 

Wrexham. 


THE EMERGENCY FACTORY-MADE 
HOUSE. 


Tue Ministry of Works announces that 
since the erection of the first prototype of 
the emergency factory-made house,’ the 
following modifications and improvements 
have already been made by the Minister 
of Works in consultation with the Minis- 
ter of Health : (1) Back door leading into 
the kitchen; (2) Ceiling height to be 


’ raised to 7ft. 6in.; (3) Cycle and store 


shed to be detached ; (4) Passage door into 
kitchen to be abolished; kitchen unit to 
be extended and combined with the stove, 
thus providing improved hot-water circu- 
lation; hot cupboard to be transferred to 
unit and to be of larger area; the vege- 
table cupboard to be moved away from 
the cooker; (5) Bathroom to be increased 
in area; (6) W.c. to be made larger and 
adequately screened; (7) Area of hall to 
be increased, providing larger space for 
pram, etc.; (8) Direct entrance to be 
provided from hall to living-room, 
* We have received several letters containing 
suggested amendments of this house. In 
view of the proposed official changes to be 
made, we have withheld publication of the 
letters.—Eb. 
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CONTEMPORARY ‘BRITISH 
ARCHITECTURE 
R.1.B.A. EXHIBITION. 

Tue R.I.B.A. announces the above ex- 
hibition, which will consist of a selection 
of work by British architects_executed or 
proposed since 1935, illustrating buildings 
and groups of buildings by means of photo- 
graphs, drawings and models. Several 
recent exhibitions have shown the con- 
tribution of the profession to major prob- 
lems of planning, and the public have dis- 
played a lively interest. It is felt that 
the time has now arrived to illustrate th> 
more detailed contribution which - the 
architect has to make. 

The exhibition will be held at. the 
R.1.B.A., 66, Portland-place, W.1, during 
the coming September and October, and 
in order to obtain contributions as fully 
representative as possible of British archi- 
tecture an open invitation is being ex- 
tended by the President. and Council. to 
all British architects to submit for selec- 
tion examples of their work illustrated by 
photographs, drawings and models. It is 
hoped that thig exhibition will form the 
first of a series. Obviously no; guarantee 
can be given that all material submitted 
will be accepted, but it is hoped that 
there will be a good response from the 
profession. : 

Architects intending to submit works 
for selection are asked to pay particular 
attention to the following instructions :— 

(1) All works intended for the exhibi- 
tion must be delivered, unpacked, at the 
R.I.B.A., 66, Portland-place, W.1, on one 
of the following days: Friday, September 
1 (8.30 a.m.-5.30 p.m.); Saturday, Sep- 
tember 2 (8.30 a.m.-12 noon); Monday, 
September 4 (8.30 a.m.-5.30 p.m.).  Ex- 
hibits from the provinces should, if pos- 
sible, be sent through an agent for de- 
livery, unpacked, at the R.I.B.A. on one, 
of the above days. 

(2) No applicant may submit more 
than three exhibits, which may consist 
of (i) single photographs or groups of 
photographs in one frame or mount show- 
ing a single building or group of build- 
ings designed as a unit; (ii) single draw- 
ings or groups or drawings in one frame 
or mount showing a single’ building. or 
groups of buildings designed~ as a unit; 
(iii) models. 

(3) It is recommended that photo- 
graphs, including mount or frame, should 
measure 18in. by 25in., and that draw- 
ings should be about Imperial size. Very 
large or very small drawings are liable to 
be rejected on account of size. It is not 
essential that drawings and photographs 
should be framed, but the latter must be 
mounted. In general, photographs of 
executed work would be preferred to per- 
spective drawings. If perspectives ‘are 
submitted, the name of the draughtsman 
as well as the designer must appear on 
each drawing. 


(4) In order to make ample accommo- 


dation for models, architects wishing to 
submit these should write before sub- 
mission stating size and, if possible, en- 
closing a photograph. 

(5) Exhibits must be labelled, stating 
title and name and address of exhibitor. 
Labels and declaration forms, without 
which no exhibits can be accepted (except 
from architects absent on war service and 
prisoners of war) may be obtained from 
the Acting Secretary, R.I.B.A.  Appli- 
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cation (enclosing stamped addressed enve- 
lope) should be made during June and 
July, stating the number of exhibits it 
is proposed to send. 

(6) Every possible care will be taken 
of works submitted, but the R.I.B.A. can- 
not hold itself responsible in any case of 
injury or loss. 

(7) Before submitting works architects 
are asked to ensure that their exhibits 
would not, if-publicly displayed, infringe 
war-time censorship regulations. In the 
case of architects absent om war service, 
restrictions as to size and presentation of 
photographs and drawings will be ‘rélaxed 
as far as practicable so as. to obtain as 
representative an exhibition as possible 
at the present time, 


A LOAN COLLECTION OF 
PHOTOGRAPHS 


THE R.I.B.A., in collaboration with the 
Housing Centre, and with the aid of a 
grant from the Council for the Encourage- 
ment of Music and the Arts, has formed 
a_collection of photographs for hire, 
ae should meet a large and growing 
need. ' 

Throughout the country people are 
lecturing, giving informal talks, or lead- 
ing discussions on architecture, post-war 
building, housing and planning, with in- 
adequate illustrative material. All the 
institutions that attempt to serve these 
lecturers and discussion groups are con- 
stantly asked to provide photographs, but 
hitherto nothing has existed to meet the 
demand. Something has been wanted 
which is less formal, and certainly less 
pel cts than the several excellent big 
exhibitions, something also that is more 
“handy,” easily carried in a brief case, 
easily pinned up in an Army hut, village 
hall, or schoolroom, or easily passed 
round a group. Something also that is 
not in any fixed form, but which can be 
used as the raw material of illustration to 
any talk or lecture. There is convincing 
evidence of this need which the R.I.B.A. 
collection is now able to satisfy. 

The collection consists, at present, of 
about 250 full-plate (6 in. by 8 in.) photo- 
graphs mounted on cards. They are 
equally suitable for use in an epidiascope, 
for passing round an audience, or for 
pinning upon a wall. 

The collection is not a static or fixed 
exhibition, but willy be constantly in- 
creased and improved by the addition 
of new and better subjects and prints. 
All receipts from hiring charges, after 
basic expenses have been paid, will be 
used as a development fund to build up 
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and improve the-colleetion, and to keep 
it_up to. date. 

Four “complete sets ‘are available for 
hire through the R.I.B.A. and the 
Housing Centre, and the Army Bureau of 
Current Affairs has taken five complete 
sets for circulation to Army lecturers. 

It is prepreed to provide 35-mm. film 
strips of all the photographs, which can 
be sent to borrowers outside the London 
area to enable them to make their choice 
visually. Lists of all prints can be sent to. 
inquirers. 


Charges. 

The following are the charges and 
general rules :— 

1. A service charge of 5s. will be made 
on all loans up to 50 photographs, plus. 
2s. 6d. for each additional 25 photo- 
graphs. A rent charge of 1d. per print. 
per week is made in addition. 

2. Thus: (I) A borrower taking 40 
photographs for one week pays 5s. service 
charge plus 3s. 4d. rent charge, total 
8s. 


(II) A borrower taking 55 photographs 
for a fortnight will pay 5s. plus 2s. 6d. 
service charge, plus 9s. 2d. rent charge, 
total 16s. 8d. 

3. All loans are made for one week 
except where express permission has 
been given for a longer period, and this 
must be obtained in advance. 

4. No extension will be made to loans 
beyond the period originally agreed when 
the loan was first made. 

5. Postage is paid by the sender each 
way. 

6. Borrowers are fully responsible for 
the photographs while in their possession, 
and for their safe return. They will 
held liable for repairs for damage caused 
while photographs are in their possession. 

7. The LBA. and the Housing 
entre, at their discretion, reserve the 
right to refuse a request for the hire of 
photographs for any reason that they 
may deem advisable. : 

8, Borrowers’ request for particular 
prints will be met as far as it is possible 
to do so from the stock available at the 
time the order is fulfilled. In stating 
their needs, borrowers are requested to 
name alternatives. ‘ ‘ 

The following are the sections which 
will ultimately be comprised in the 
collection. They are not intended to be 
complete in themselves as exhibitions, 
but are subject indications only. 


Planning. 

Town and country planning generally. 
Regional planning and country planning 
generally. Town Planning (including 

lans, aerial views of towns and villages). 

oads and streets. Bridges. Parks and 
open spaces in towns, town playground. 
Allotments. Rural preservation, national 
parks. 


Public Buildings. 

Shops and stores. Transport buildings. 
Industrial buildings, factories. Welfare 
buildings, hospitals, clinics, etc. Restau- 
rants, cafés. Swimming baths, including 
pit-head baths. Concert halls, theatres 
and cinemas. Community centres, village 
halls. Exhibition buildings and exhibi- 
tions. 


Religious Buildings. 
Churches, chapels, etc. 


Education Buildings ae ee 

Schools. Colleges, universities. Tech- 
nical schools. Museums, art galleries, 
Libraries. 


Housing. 

Housing, historical. Slum_ housing. 
Contemporary housing generally. Smal 
houses and bungalows (shown indi- 
vidually or in groups without obvious 
reference to other classes, such as garden 
cities, construction, etc.). Flats (do.). 
House construction, including prefabrica- 
tion. Garden cities and suburbs. House 
and flat gardens. Old people’s houses. 
Farms, farmhouses, agricultural build. 
ings. Individual house rooms. 





PLASTICS — 


M.O.W. POST-WAR BUILDING STUDY. 

Tus M.O.W. Study* (No. 3) has several 
claims to importance :— ; } 

(a) It has been prepared by an imposing 
committee of technical experts who should 
—better than most—know the potentiali- 
ties. of this. comparatively adolescent and . 
frequently misrepresented industry. _ 

“(b) Its identification with the British 
Plastics Federation makes it in the nature 
of an official statement by that body, and 
affords some indication of the attitude to 
building practice. 

(c) It is probably the first textbook on 
plastics specifically addressed to building 
technicians, providing a simple yet autho- 
titative introduction for the reader who 
knows little or nothing of the subject. 

This study covers—in simple terms—the 
general manufacture and properties of the 
materials included, suggests possible lines 
of development in building, and comments 
intelligently on design and the desirability 
of increased standardisation. 

A number of photographs are repro- 
duced, almost all of which are. good. 
Almost, that is, because few designers will 
approve the incongruous mouldings sur- 
rounding the plastics table top selected as 
the first. example. 

anges diagrammatic summaries would 
have helped to assist in clarifying much 
of the information given, and it is unfor- 
tunate that the only diagram included 
should be so complicated that it may well 
confuse rather than assist. 


‘Plastics as Load-bearing Members. 

One of the best sections deals with the 
application of plastics as load-bearing ele- 
ments: The brief but adequate notes on 
the general characteristics of plastics as 
tensile and compressive members should 
help to counteract the wild statements en- 
countered from time to time. However, 
one gathers the impression that the com- 
mittee regards a> high strength-to-weight 
ratio as a sine qué non in building. Surely, 
only in rare cases is a high cost in order 
to achieve a minimum weight justifiable 
in building technics, however true it may 
be of aeronautics ! ; 


‘What are Plastics? 

_ In one respect the study is disappoint- 
ing. One would have hoped that the com- 
mittee would make a responsible attempt 
to clarify the present terminology which 
is so confusing a part of the industry. In- 
stead of getting down to the problems of 
classification, and of removing the more 
disastrous anomalies, all the committee 
does is to concur in the confusion, 

Obviously, the term “ plastics’ as at 
present applied is a misnomer, and the 
definition [sic] ‘‘ materials which, though 
stable in use at normal temperatures, are 
plastic at some stage in their manufac- 
ture,’’ certainly does not assist. 

Again, the following quotation from the 
committee’s introduction hardly simplifies 
matters: ‘“‘ Rubber, though organic and 
falling within the definition given, “is, by 
common consent, not considered to be a 
‘plastic,’ though synthetic, rubber-like 
materials are.’’ ; 

It is true that. there exists a pronounced 
industrial segregation between the plastics 
and rubber industries, but why say rubber 
is not considered to be a plastic by com- 
mon consent! At least two recently pub- 
lished textbooks on plastics include 


rubber, and surely its inclusion among the . 


suggested building applications would 
have greatly added to the value of the 
study. 

Had the committee recommended the 
use-of the term Orcanic Prastics to cover 
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(1) Natural and synthetic resin products ; 
(2) Casein, cellulose and similar semi-syn- 
thetic products; and (3) Bitumen and 
natural rubber, they would have contri- 
buted a great deal towards a more logical 
association. moet ’ 

Similarly, some authoritative ruling on 
materials compounded of synthetic resins 
and a relatively high proportion of other 
material such as synthetic resin-bonded 
plywood, and some fibre boards would 
have been most helpful. 

Incidentally, the committee’s use of the 
term, ‘“‘ Improved Wood,”’ is hardly clari- 
fied by its “‘ definition ” ! 


Cost/ Efficiency. 

Obviously, the designer selects, or 
should select, his material on a cost/effi- 
ciency basis; that is to say, either because 
for a given cost it is the most efficient, or 
for a given efficiency it is the least expen- 
sive. Equally, the increased use of plas- 
tics will depend. largely on the cost of 
plastics products compared with compar- 
able alternatives. 

The cost comparison between sheet plas- 
tics and other walling material is given 
and should prove helpful, but on the sub- 
ject of moulded products the committee is 
reluctant to commit itself. 

Naturally, it is true that the cost of any 
moulded article will depend on the number 
produced . from the original mould, but 
some useful comparative data could have 
been given, particularly in comparison 
with pressure and gravity eee 


CIVIC DIAGNOSIS 


Speakine on this subject at a Town 
and Country Planning Association’s eon- 
ference at Lincoln, Mr. Max Lock, 
A.R.I.B.A., stressed the following needs: 

(a) To implement the Uthwatt Report, 
to facilitiate site planning on a large 
scale; 

(b) For local authorities to have further 
powers to acquire industrial sites and 
lay out, trading estates, as well as to pro- 
vide on housing estates places of amuse- 
ment, culture and recreation; 

(c). For introduction of cheap loans for 
reconstruction of. blighted areas; 

(d) For compulsory sinking funds for 
all building, such funds to be linked 
with a policy of a statutory. life-period 
for different types of structure; 

(e) More sharing and_ pooling of plan- 
ning programmes and objectives between 
neighbouring authorities; and ’ 

(f) Strong central guidance, linked with 
an autonomous and imaginative local 
initiative. 
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SOCIETIES .& ,INSTITUTIONS 


WEST-YORKS-SOCIETY OF 
ARCHITECTS. 

The 68th) anual’ reportof this Society 
shows that the chief work of the Council 
has been. the consideration of, post-war 
conditions under the heading of recon- 
struction, and the Council has to 
congratulate the R.I.B.A. on its produc- 
tion of the London Regional Plan, which 
resulted in an unofficial ingany for a 
“sketch plan” of a_ similar nature 
covering the whole country, The Coun- 
cil agreed to collaborate with the other 
allied societies throughout the ¢ountry 
in this great task, and is at present col- 
lating the information gathered together 
from many sources, 

In the course of the session, a tenta- 
tive Civic Centre Plan was produced by 
the Leeds City Engineer, Col, Cameron, 
who invited the Council to inspect the 
plan and comment upon it. Careful con- 
sideration was given and an alternative 
plan and report prepared. This was 
fully discussed at a meeting with Col. 
Cameron, when it was agreed to with- 
hold publication of the views of the 
Society for the: present, 

Mr. R. A, Easdale has been elected 
President for the ensuing year. 


DEVON AND CORNWALL 
ARCHITECTURAL SOCIETY. 

In his address to the annual meeting 
of this Society the retiring President, Mr. 
A. Cunes, L.R.I.B.A., said that if archi- 
tects laid claim to the position and title 
of Master Craftsmen in Building, then 
let them deserve that title, and not pass 
on all the supposedly disagreeable tasks 
to the contractors or specialists in the 
various branches of the building indus- 
try: ‘‘If you plan something, then plan 
the whole thing,” said Mr. Cunes, ‘and 
do not put yourself in the hands of a 
someone who will be compelled to tell 
you that your plan must be altered to 
suit this or that. On the other hand. 
when you ask -for tenders in these 
specialist sub-contracts, is it not implied 
that you will be able intelligently to 
hold the scales between the various com- 
petitors to see that such schemes as are 
submitted are dealt with on an. equit- 
able basis? The architectural profession 
has suffered loss of prestige through the 
acceptance of sub-contracts which have 
not been settled on merit but rather 
judged by the amount of the estimate.” 

Mr. Philip Tilden, F.R.I.B.A., was 
elected President. 


BUILDING OPERATIVES AND 
TEMPORARY HOUSES 


Mr. Luxe Fawcert, general secretary 
of the Amalgamated Union of Building 
Trade Workers, has written a little book, 
under the title of ‘‘ We can build all the 
Houses,” in which he elaborates the 
operatives’ claim, subject to certain pro- 
visions, to be able to rehouse the people 
without the use of substitute buildings. 
‘The sole reason advanced,” writes Mr. 
Faweeit, ‘‘is that the substitutes can be 
provided more quickly. That is not true. 
Those. who, advance this reason have 
never previously displayed energy in 
getting rid of. the slums which have per- 
sisted generation after generation. Nor 
can the Government claim to be motived 
by the spirit of urgency. Once upon a 
time the Government was going to build 
5,000 agricultural cottages. They are not 
built yet.” 

The three basic essentials, he states, 
are: “‘first, the conscious, inexorably 
determined. will of the people to ensure 
that Britain is rebuilt; second, governing 
authorities imbued with the same will; 
third, a building industry organised as a 
social service.” The booklet is published 
from ‘‘ The Builders,’ South Side, Clap- 
ham Common, S.W.4. 
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AMERICAN BUILDING 
METHODS 


L.M.B.A. COMMITTEE’S REPORT. 


Since the publication of the Report of 
the Ministry of Works’ recent Mission to 
study building methods in the U.S.A., the 
London Master Builders’ Association has 
liad a committee at work considering in 
detail to what extent, and how, American 
building methods could be applied to 
building practice in this country. — Sir 
George Burt, one of the members of the 
Mission, addressed the Council of the 
London Master Builders’ Association on 
the subject, and submitted himself to 
cross-examination of its findings. 

The Association has now considered the 
Report of its committee, which was com- 
piled by Major Leslie Shingleton and Mr. 
B. T. Rice-Pyle, and has issued the fol- 
lowing statement :— 

1. The architect should impress on the 
client the vital necessity of making up 
his mind with regard to the proposed struc- 
ture in all its details before tenders are 
invited. He should be told that altera- 
tions in the drawings or work not only 
cause extra expense and inefficiency, but 
delay completion of the work. The builder 
cannot be adequately recompensed for the 
loss entailed by alterations and variations 
from contract. 

2. The architect should insist on ade- 
quate time for the preparation of all draw- 
ings, details and specifications necessary 
for the contract, and the client should be 
told that time expended on these at the 
start is well spent, and enables the work 
to be organised from the start, and ultim- 
ately leads to earlier completion and 


economy. et 

3. The pulling down of old buildings and 
new constructional work should be let as 
one complete contract to one builder, and 


if the existing buildings are gainfully o¢cu- 
pied they should not be vacated until the 
architect, in consultation with the builder, 
is satisfied that all the main essentials for 
the new building have been organised and 
prepared. : 

4. The position and duties of the quantity 
surveyor should be explained to the client 
at an early date, and he should be ap- 
pointed: by and paid direct by the build- 
ing owner, for preparation of preliminary 
estimates and bills of quantities, interim 
valuations and adjusting- the account at 
completion. 

5. The architect should be paid a fee by 
the client to cover all work necessary to 
design the job from start to finish,.so that 
the quantity surveyor has full information, 
including particulars and drawings of steel- 
work, reinforced concrete, heating and 
ventilating, electrical work and liffs, to 
enable him to take out all the quantities 
needed to enable the builder to estimate 
the cost and visualise the complete struc- 
ture. 

6. The quantity surveyor should insist 
on fully detailed drawings being supplied 
by the architect, so that detailed: bills of 
quantities, in accordance with the standard 
method of measurement, can be taken out, 
and the quantity surveyor shall certify all 
drawings supplied to him, and such certi- 
ficates shall be on ‘all contract drawings. 

7. The growing custom of taking off 
“guessed ’’ or provisional quantities for 
work anticipated, for which proper draw- 
ings have not been supplied, should cease. 

8. All work should be.in the hands and 
under the control of the builder, and de- 
tailed drawings’ of all: services, with full 
specifications, ‘should: be furnished to 
enable him to obtain estimates for all the 
work at competitive prices, and the builder 
should obtain all the estimates. 

9. The client should make up his mind 
what he wants at the beginning, and ‘once 
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the job has started structural alterations 
should not be permitted. The client 
should be made to appreciate that he has 
to pay for the loss and disorganisation con- 
sequent on alterations. 

10. The quantity surveyor’s fees for all 
alterations should be paid for by the client 
direct, and not included in the variations 
account. The client should be made aware 
of the effect of alterations by the contract 
providing for an increasing percentage 
to be added to the cost of all alterations— 
this to pay for the disorganisation caused, 
and to discourage him from changing his 
mind. 

11, Steps should be taken to encourage 
a keener interest by the operatives in their 
work, so as to give greater output. 

12. More use should be made of progress 
schedules by exhibiting them in promi- 
nent positions on the works, so that the 
interest of the operatives may be aroused 
as to the progress of the work. Also copies 
should be furnished so far as applies to 


. their particular work to all sub-contrac- 


tors, and conferences of all parties con- 
cerned should be held on the job at fre- 
quent intervals. 

Copies of the statement are being sent 
to the National Federation of Building 
Trades Employers, the R.I.B.A. and the 
Chartered Surveyors’ Institution. 


IN PARLIAMENT 


Bye-laws and New Developments. 

Mr. Bossom asked -the Minister of 
Health whether new developments, 
approved by the Building Research 
Station or other authorised body, would 
be made available and Belly usable 
throughout the country without further 
separate applications having to be made 
in each individual case to the different 
local authorities before they might be 
employed. 
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Mr,, WILLINK said it, was.not proposed 
to-take“away from local authorities. their 
present statutory “duty. of considering 
whether building™ plans satisfied the 
Public Health Acts) and bye-laws, made 
thereunder, Outside-London. these were 
based upon model bye-laws which were 
issued just before the war, and the model 
could be revised as necessary in the light 
of any important developments in build- 
ing technique. 


Prefabricated Houses. 


Mr. SILKIn asked’ the Parliamentary 
Secretary to the Ministry of Works 
whether invitations were extended to the 
architectural rofession or to any 
persons, other than the architect actually 
selected, to submit plans or ideas for a 
temporary prefabricated house. 

Mr. Hicks said that the prototype emer- 
gency house now on exhibition was 
developed ‘by his Minist with the 
assistance of the consulting architect 
PY Aaa the firms concerned, and the 
I egg! A scientific advisers. 

Mk. SItKIn: Could not outside archi- 
tects have had an opportunity to submit 
designs? 

Mr. Hicks: I cannot say that. 

Str HeERseRtT HOLDSwortH: -Is_ the 
Government to have a complete monopoly 
of this type of house, and is no one to be 
asked to estimate for prefabricated 
houses? Would it not be wise to throw 
Mik: Hicks : This h 

R. HICKS : is house has been evolve: 
by the Ministry of Works. It has seen 
created by the Government in order that 
it shall be publicly owned and licensed. 
It is an emergency house. It is intended 
to be temporary, in order to help over a 
housing ifficulty. Consequently, it is 
not in competition with standard houses. 

Str H. Hotpswort#: Would it not be 
possible to have other types submitted, 
and for them still to be publicly con- 
trolled, if that is the policy? 

Mr. Hicks: There are other efforts 
being made at prefabricated houses. 
They will have to stand on their merits. 
We are not in competition with them. 
This house was designed entirely by my 
Ministry for the purpose of tiding over a 
difficulty. 

Str H. HotpswortH: Has the Ministry 
a complete monopoly ? ; 

Mr. A. Epwarps: Can the Minister tell 
us whether the Churchill shelter was 
demiened by an “eg 

R. IckS: The President of the 
R.I.B.A, and the chairman of the Royal 
Fine Art Commission have both compli- 
mented my Minister on the design of the 
house. 

Mr. JAcKSON asked the Parliamentary 
Secretary to the Ministry of Works if he 
would consider initiating a competition 
oper to all sections of the building indus- 
try and local authorities for the most 
suitable type of temporary dwelling- 
house. 

Mr. Hicks said that since the erection 
of the first prototype of the’ emergency 
factory-made house many modifications 
and improvements had already been 
made by the Ministry of Works in consul- 
tation with the Ministry of Health. This 
house was regarded as an urgent matter 
and in view of the considerable time 
required to prepare for large-scale manu- 
facture, it was not practicable to adopt the 
sugeestion, which would involve serious 
delay. 


Costs of Rural Houses. 

Sir Leonarp Lyze asked the Minister of 
Health if, taking any type of rural house 
built under his 3,000 scheme, he would 
analyse the costs under such building as 
labour, materials, etc. 

MR. WILLINK said that the Councils by 
whom houses had been built under this 
scheme had invited their contractors to 
supply details of the cost of labour and 
materials. At present such information 
had been received .for 32 parlour. houses, 
and this indicated. that, on average, 


. labour represented 42 per cent. and mate- 


rials 58 per cent. of the building ‘costs 
of these houses. 
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THE MISSION TO AMERICA 
REPORT 


VIEWS OF AN ARCHITECT AND A 
QUANTITY SURVEYOR. 

Tue’ recent Report of the Building 
Mission to America was the subject of 
comment by Mr. Alister MacDonald, 
F.R.I.B.A., and*Mr, E. C. Harris, F.S.1., 
at a meeting of the Northern Area of 
the L.M.B.A. held» on«May ‘10°: at) the 
“ Refectory’? Restaurant, Golders Green, 
N.W.11.. Mr. J. A. Birch (A. T, Rowley 
Goydon), Ltd.), the Area Chairman, pre- 
sided. 

From the architect’s point of view, MR. 
ALISTER MacDONALD, in the course of his 
remarks, made it clear that he, from his 
own personal experience of America, 
endorsed the picture of American prac- 
tice given in the Report. He had been 
most vividly impressed during his own 
visit to the United States 14 years ago by 
the obviously good results of collabora- 
tion and- mutual trust and appreciation 
of the part that each had to play shown 
by the architects and builders and 
clients. He thought we would all agree 
that in this country the three sections all 
worked far too separately and_inde- 
pendently. 

“Collaboration,” he said, ‘‘ promotes 
efficiency, but I do not want the efficiency 
that is soul-killing. I want the efficiency 
that in its turn promotes a good job in 
which everybody, including the humblest 
eraftsman, puts his heart into his work 
and produces craftsmanship and a build- 
ing that lives and breathes humanity. 
There is no unskilled trade in our indus- 
try. I discovered myself 25 years ago that 
there is skill in wielding a shovel and 
wheeling a barrow along a plank when 
I was a builder’s apprentice on.a housing 
job as part of my own training. 

“ Architects must produce real working 
drawings. The gth-in. scale drawings to 
which we work are really no more than 
sketch plans. To produce proper draw- 
ings we have got to have fuller informa- 
tion from the client in the very early days 
and we have to persuade the client that 
he must give us months, not weeks, in 
which to prepare all our drawings and 
other information required by the 
builder. Builders must realise this and 
they should help the architect to inspire 
the client with the same thought. 

“‘ The Report of the Mission to America 
lays stress on the fact that everything 
is worked out for a building job before 
work starts on the site. There is no 
reason why we should not do the same 
here if we can inculeate both into our- 
selves and our clients a broader approach 
to this matter of building. We architects 
must get into the habit of producing 
working drawings in our own offices and 
we must, with your help, get the clients 
to make up their minds as to what they 
really -want before we estimate the cost 
of the’ job. You gentlemen have got to 
get rid of the purely financial builder in 
your midst. The man who is merely out 
for money cannot be expected to do a job 
that has -eraftsmanship, and I do not 
— ‘old-fashioned’ craftsmanship by 

at. 

.“*T weleome ‘the move that your Asso- 
ciation is making to establish a Chair of 
Building. The R.I.B.A. will support any 
such educational move to increase the 
quality of building generally. I per- 
sonally would like to see a common train- 
ing of architects and builders in the first 
month of a course.” 

-From the quantity surveyor’s point of 
view, Mr. ° Harris confined his 
remarks chiefly to that portion of the 
Report headed “ Preparation of Contract 
Documents,” and regretted that the 
Mission could not do better than suggest 
the reversion to a practice which was 
abandoned in ‘this country about a 
century ms as being wasteful of effort 
and fraught with all the objections asso- 
ciated with financial gambling. 

The Mission was in error in saying that 
the Americans did not employ indepen- 
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dent quantities, and if they had extended 
their researches they would have dis- 
covered ‘such organisations as “The 
Texas Quantity Taking Co., Inc.” The 
quantity surveyor’s duties did not begin 
and end with the preparation of; a_ bill. 
One of the greatest services he rendered 
to, the industry was, the adjustment of 
matters mostly in dispute during the 
course of a contract. This was empha- 
sised by the fact that it was rare in this 
country (when a chartered quantity sur- 
veyor was employed) that any difference 
reached ‘the stage of arbitration, much 
less the Law Courts. Yet another fallacy 
in the Report was the insistence on saving 
of time. In. any large job our system 
where one quantity surveyor appointed 
for the scheme took off the quantities for 
all the builders tendering must savé 
time and duplication as against a con- 
tractor just receiving a specification and 
countless drawings. 

Another conclusion with which Mr. 
Harris disagreed was the statement that 
the American method avoided  re- 


measuring the whole job.. In his experi- . 


ence it was most exceptional for such a 
procedure to be adopted here and could 
only occur when the changes of design, 
planning and layout were so vital and 
far-reaching that the ultimate job had no 
resemblance to that from which the sur- 
veyor took off his quantities. 

We had nothing to fear by the com- 
parison of our, building..methods with 
those of any country in the world as by 
use of the Standard.Method of Measure- 
ment, which was constantly being 
brought up to date and would be revised 
again as soon as_ hostilities ceased, 
we had evolved the best system. He 
was not very impressed with the use- 
fulness of the Report as far as it affected 
eontract ‘procedure, but otherwise 
welcomed it in so far as it had caused 
many to consider whether or not there 
were any ways in which the quantity 
surveyors services to the industry could 
be improved. 

The Chairman proposed a vote of thanks 
to Mr. Alister MacDonald and Mr. E. C 
Harris for their addresses, which. was 
heartily supported. 

A toast to the visitors was proposed by 
Mr. £. 8. Moss (E. 8. Moss, Ltd.), the 
immediate past Area Chairman. 
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BOOK REVIEW 


Architecture for Children. By Jane and 
MaxweL., Fry, Loudon: George. Allen 
and Unwin, Ltd. Pp. 120, illustrated. 
7s. 6d. 

The recent movement to develop the 
teaching of “‘ architectural appreciation ” 
in schools will presumably stimulate the 
publication of a crop of manuals for the 
young, and it is fitting that one of these 
should be written in partnership by a pair 
of parents who are both architects. It is 
generously illustrated and extremely well 
written. The chief difficulty in such a 
book lies in preserving a balance between 
excessive childishness on the one hand and 
undue technicality on the other. The text 
is free from bias in either direction, though 
such words as “‘ unsmelly ’’ and ‘“‘ neatened 
off ’’ are more suited to juveniles (by whom 
they will be readily understood) than to 
older and more captious critics. Yet a few 





of the line-drawings are rather unneces- 
sarily juvenile—e.g., the wholly super- 
fluous ‘‘ Lady with Umbrella’’ on p. 22 
and some of the captions on pp. 38-39; 
while a few others (e.g., on pp. 19, 97, 101) 
seem. beyond the grasp of youngish 
children. The latter examples are due in 
part to the hasty style of draughtsmanship 
employed, admirably effective in some 
cases (e.g., pp. 55, 105), but rather crude 
in others. 

The authors relegate their brief but ex- 
cellent historical summary to the. last chap- 





ter, beginning the book very logically with 
the evolution of primitive man’s need for 
shelter, then following with the planning 


.of ‘‘ living spaces,’ and next explaining 


very clearly ‘‘ how buildings are made.” 
The fourth chapter, entitled ‘‘ The Art of 
Architecture,’ is almost entirely concerned 
with town planning, and should be chris- 
tened afresh in the second edition which 
will doubtless be called for. 

The authors might then correct 
‘‘ garden ”’ to ‘‘ garage ”’ on their sketch: 
plans of a house, spell ‘‘ sanitorium *’ as 
‘‘ sanatorium ’’ on p. 49, translate metres 
into English feet on p. 62, and on p. 4 
explain why foundations are always made 
wider than the thickness of the wall above 
them. With these trifling criticisms, the 
book may be unreservedly es ae 


OVERTIME PAY FOR CLERKS 
OF WORKS 


Tue Association of Building Techni- 
cians recently made application to the 
Lambeth Borough Council for increases 
in salary and for payment for overtime 
to clerks of works employed on war 
damage work. The borough council 
refused to discuss the claim and the 
A.B.T. thereupon put the matter in the 
hands of the Ministry of Labour, who 
referred it to the National Council for 
Local ‘Authorities’ Administrative, Pro- 
fessional, Technical and Clerical Services. 

The case was heard by the Tribunal of 
the London District Council of that ‘body, 
and after hearing evidence: from both 
sides the Tribunal recommended that the 
clerks of works should be placed on a 
grade (plus cost-of-living bonus), which 
would mean an immediate improvement 
for the worst-paid, and. made the follow- 
ing-recommendations with regard to over- 
time: That the normal working week for 
clerks of works employed by the Lambeth 
Borough Council should be 44 hours. 
That-ovettime worked over and above the 
normal 44-hour week should be paid for 
in addition to salary and bonus at the 
following rates: Over 44 hours and up to 
52 hours, plain time rates; over 52 hours 
and up to 58-hours, time and a quarter 
rates; over 58 hours, time and a_ half 
rates. ; 

The A.B.T. thas accepted this recom- 
mendation. 
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RATES OF WAGES IN THE BUILDING TRADE 


AS AND FROM 8th APRIL, 1944 
(Every endeavour is made to ensure accuracy, but we cannot be responsible for errors) 
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1/5% \\Coventry C.B. ......| 2/0. | 1/7. |\King’s Lynn ....... 1/5} Sheffield ......+++++ 1/7 
1/7 |\Cranbrook .........- 1/10 | 1/54 |\Kirkham .....+..- hipley as 1/7 
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1 Pius 2d. per working day. t Plasterers 2/14. 4 Tradesmen’s Labourers, 1/7}. Navvies and General Labourers, 1/¢* € 


§ Joiners, Plumbers, Bricklayers; Tilers and Masons receive 2/- per week or 4d. per day Tool Money. 

Nore.—Carpenters, Joiners and Plumbers in all Towns and Districts (other than Birkenhead and Liverpool) receive a per day Tool Allowances. 
In all districts throughout the country the basic rate of wages for women engaged on craft, processes is 1/| r hour after the conclusion 
of a probationary period of three months. During the probationary period the rate of wages is first mont 10k per petal second month 
1/24 per hour, and third month 1/44 per hour. For all women carrying out work other than on craft processes, 1 /3 per hour. 

For Building Trade Wages in Scotland, see page 451. 
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PRICES CURRENT OF MATERIALS” 


NOTE.—These prices apply to large quantities of materials at works at London stations, 


for smaller quantities ex merchant’s warehouse will of course be higher. 


or site, in London area as stated. Prices 


Owing to the exceptional circumstances which prevail at 


the present time, prices of materials should be confirmed by inquiry. The prices of soft woods are for cash on delivery. 


BRICKS, &c. oe ere 

First Hard Stocks .....sseeee0s cavaee . 416 0 

Hard po RE RAR EES 490 

ild Stocks ......... cvecccctocscocces 316 0 

Single Rough Stocks .....0.0s++0+0+008 310 0 
Common 


eee weer en eee eee eeeeees 


Stocks 
All loaded free into lorry at the works, The question 
of haulage is 4 very. difficult and prices must be 
obtained from job to job.. Jn addition, there will be 
the Levy under the Bricks (Charges) Order, 1942, of 


Be. er 1908, Site in 
London London 

Rated Area, North 

2% in. Pho Stations of Thames 


A discount of 60. '000-only oan ifn yer hee 


monthly account, d. d. 
Pree ..diidectoccres oodbhsb cas 58 3 68 3 
Mawes. . cdbidsvcperns epeckbalebsOMnics 70 3 
Single Bullnose , spac teen vise 88 3 
RUNS? co UiSicbssevee csog ahve 78 3 88 3 
WHEE weld hdcctdcnscsse@h dvi. 78-9 Pn 2 

Ss. . 
Best blue Pressed Staffs. (London Stns.» .. 1112 0 
Do. Bullnose (London Stns.) ....+..- 12 2 0 
Blue Wire Cuts (London Stns.) ........+- 10 9 6 
Best Stourbridge et — (London Stns.) :-— 4 
s. d. 
Arie. .-05\3 10.0 0 Dim trpieueviss 12 eS 0 
Giazep Bricks (London Stns.)... Add 124% to Pri 
Best White Ivory D’ble Str’tch’rs ....38 10 00 
and Salt Glazed D’ble Headers .. 35 100 
Stretcher ....30 0 0 Oneside&twoends 39 10 0 
Headers. ....... 29 10 0 Two sides&one end 40 10 0 
Quoins, Bullnose Splays and 
and 44in.Flats 36 10 0 METAS - elsiex'e » oe 38 00 
Second Quality, £2 per 1,000 less best. Cream 


and buff, £2 extra over white. r colours.' Hard 
Glaze. £5 10s. extra over white. 


App Levy On Bricks, 3/— per 1,000 except Glazed 


Bricks. 
PARTITION SLABS. 


‘Delivered on site London Area. 
“ PHorpRes ” HOLLOW PARTITION BLOCKS. 


2 d. 3% 3 d. 3% 
” per y be on ” per yd. sup. 

2. pig ee a ee eo uae 2a 
> perveidie! ca Speed "2° 6 
r —_— 3, er 
adden! 22 se a3. eee 3 5 
Size 12x9x 2’ ition Texan Corr 2 8 

ize 12x9x WE: SOPOT. o cocsnsapccies 
Size 12x9x24" a cccccvccegane cite cane 2 11 
Size 12x9x3” ,, PEERS ETRE oS kee atinbag) ae 
Size 12x9x4” ,, Sete ee ee. oe 
KEyep Two SIDES. 
va Ae | het TF He et Re 2% 
vai hk a | PPD Sh ee Ae ot ot ee 3 10 
Per yard super d/d. Free on site, London. 
Plus 2d. for smooth one side, and 4d. for smooth 
both sides. 
STONE. 
Bata Stone.—Delivered in railway trucks at s. 4d. 
Westbourne Park, Paddington,G.W.R., or 
South Lambeth, G.W.R., per ft. cube .... 3 
Beer STONE—RANDOM BLOCK— 
Free on rail at Seaton Station per ft.cube 2 3 
Delivered free on rail Nine Elms, S.R. _ ,, 3 13 


Selected approximate size one way, Id. per 
cubic ft. extra, selected approximately 
three sizes or for special work, 3d. per 
cubic ft. extra. 


PORTLAND STONE— 
Brown Whitbed, in random blocks of 20 ft. 
average, delivered in railway trucks at 
Nine Elms, S. Rly., South Lambeth 
Station, G.W.R., and. Westbourne Park, 
Paddington, G.W.R. i553 per ft. cube 4 7 
Do. do. delivered on road waggons as above 
ge a ere 09d 468 64,636 6 ond perft.cub. 4 7 
White basebed, 3d. 
Nore.—1d. per ft. “ibe extra for every tt. 
over 20 ft. average and id. beyond 30 ft. 


Horton-Woop STONE— 
F.O.R. Quarries, Wirksworth, Derbyshire, d. 


Random blocks from 10ft. and over P-ft.cb. 13 2 
Sawn two Sides ..........eccewecsesee 2726 18 
Sawn three or four sidés......4.-.-.+.++ 31 il 


Yorx Stone, BLue—Robin Hood Quality. 
Delivered at any Goods Station, London. 
6in. sawn two sides landings to sizes (under 


30'R. MIPET) ii ccc ecco. per ft. super 5 6 
6 in. rubbed two sides, ditto = 6:3 
3 in. sawn two sides slabs (ran- 
SOMMER poweces soaks 2 37 
2in. to 2} in, sawn one side slabs 
(random sizes) (paving) 1 rf 
13m to 2in, dino, DR PAR Ms 1 
Harp Yorxr— 


Delivered at any Goods Station, ye 


Scrappled random blocks per ft. cul 6 10 
68 ae gna pono ed 3% 
tte foes ++. per ft. super 
6 in. rubbed two sides, ditto 3 69 

4in. sawn two sides slabs (random 
om” shnbidtenee othe éxe om 2 . 
|i teed don tase pes 8 9 





CAST STONE. 


Delivered in London area in full van loads, per ft. 
cube : Plain, 7s. 6d. Moulded, 8s. 6d. 
Small section cilis and copings, 11s. 


SAND. 
ais 6d. per yd. 





Pit Ballast .... On,°Od. 5 6 delivered 
Pit Sand .... Bea es 2 miles 
Washed.. Sand tise OG. fs ‘vn radius 

# in. Shingle ..... 208,660.  'w Padding- 

2 in. Broken Bricks” 16s. Od. ,, »» ton. 

Pan ‘Breeze sevens se é 103, Od. ,, » 
CEMENT. 

Best British Portland Cement. Standard Specifica- 
tion, delivered London area. re ey 
6 ton loads and upwards site .... per ton 2.11.8 
4S 10. 6 0008 OO SIN Soe G iced dsc ccnsibave 214 0 
Alongside Vauxhall in 80-ton lots ........ 2.8 & 
“* Ferrocrete ” Rapid Hardening Cement— 

6 ton loads and upwards site ............ 2.17 0 
$0. 6.t0me MBBS wide cadecccccesese 300 
Alongside Vauxhall in 80-ton lots REE OF 2 6 


“ Aquacrete ” Water Repellent, “ Blue Circle” 

cement, 30s. per ton on ordinary “ Blue 

Circle” prices. 
“ Colorcrete ” Nos.1 and 2, Coloured rapid 

Hardening Portland Cement in 6ton lots 411 0 
“ Colorerete ” not rapid hardening, accord- 

to colour, from £7 to £15 10s. per ton. 
“ Snowcrete ” White Portland Cement (in 

free paper DAK) 6.0 sis.d cc siescccveweee 11 5 0 
Under one ton ., . ; percwt. 0 13 2 
“417” ‘Cement (Ultra Rapid Hardening) 

Delivered Site London Area in 6 tons lots 

OIE CONNIE oid dn kknw's EN boc cedoceecs 311 0 

Plus packages at current prices. 

Super Cement (Waterproof), bags extra.4 1 0 

Note.—Jute sacks charged at 35s. 6d. nett per ton 
(20 sacks) for — of or eager one ton. 

than one ton Is. 94d. nett each. 

Credit 1s.,6d. nett each when tetumed i in good con- 

dition within ie “rer 
d. a ar F 

Roman Cement 8 “0 9 Keene’sCement, White 7 0 0 
Parian Cement 7 Pink 6 10 0 
Cementone repay Ad cement according to tints, per 
cwt. from £3 5s. Od. 


SLATES. 


First quality slates from Penrhyn or Portmadoc, 





carriage paid in full truck loads to London Rate Station. 
Bye Lae enon Zieasod. 

24 by 12 45 5 0 

22 by.12 24353717 6 b 

22by ll . 342 6 16 

20 by 12. 33 0.0 16by8 

20 by 10 . 30 5 0 











Having Secured | 
the Contract— 

what about the 

Steel Scaffolding ? 
TUBULAR 


SCAFFOLDING 





For the lowest Prices 

apply to the Oldest 

Firm in the Scaffolding 
. Trade. 


STEPHENS & CARTER LTD. 


The British Steel Scaffolding Co. 


731-761, HARROW RD., N.W.10 


Telephone No. Ladbroke 1191 (6 lines) 











» Note.—Sacks are charged 1s. 


PLASTER. 
EB &, & ay xe! 
Coarse, Pink.... 4 2 6 Sirapite, Coarse 411 6 
»  White.. 410 0 Finish 4 19 6 
Pioneer... «+++ S$ ~$@ 


Above prices for 4-ton loads and over London Area. 
Best Ground Blue Grey Stone Line 3 1 
Lias Lime .. 3 6 Chalk Lime .... 3 1 
Granite Chippings 2) 0 0 Hair percwt. .. 3 15 
. each, and credited 
Is, 6d. if returned in good condition within three 
months, carriage paid. 
Stourbridge Fireclay in paper bags, £2 12s. 6d. 
6-ton lots at railway depot. 


ooo 


TILES. 

Delivered at London rate stations in full truck loads 
of not less than 6 toms ..........--..0 Per 1,000 
f.o.r. London 

Best machine-made tiles from Broseley or 
Staffordshire district | .....5.6.6.0e00 £612 9 
Ditto hand-made ditto ........s+6. 719 9 
Ornametital ditto .....cc0sccevessoes sb-1 S54 0 
Hip and valley tiles—Hand-made ..... . 16 4 
per dozen) —Machine-made .... 15 7 

HARD WOOD. 


1 INCH AND UP THICK. 


Average price for prime quality Feet 1 
. ¢. * &. 

Dry English Wainscot Billets .... 146 0 to 018 0O 
Dry Slavonian Billet Wainscot .. 17 0 to 1 0 0 
Dry Cuba Mahogany logs ...... 21 8 to 1 4.0 
Square-edged Honduras Mahogany ........ 016 6 
Log Cut Honduras Mahogany ..........-. 017 6 
American Figured Oak ..........-eeeeeee 013 0 
pe ES oF) ape ere ere ree Tei 012 6 
Jap, viewed BR ALS Pe 013 0 
IAD NIMMNEINE. oc cZecave esos ct esses ee ee 

AGGR SURL a bhade> cleus neces obese ss ek basne 015 6 
American Whitewood ..........-2sseeeeee 012 6 
Aira, WOREMOOG oo. 6.00.0 ccccetceccccess 08 0 
African Mlaliogainy ~~... < «0's cece vcacqccce 011 0 
Australian Walnut .......- 2 eee eeeeeeeee 019 0 
Australian Silky Oak ..........20-eseeeee 012 6 
OE OS ee ee percwt.5 0 0 
RAINED oo cn ec tunaegoapece es per gallon! 2 0 


SOFT WOOD. 
MERCHANTABLE BRITISH COLUMBIAN PINE. 
| orca ae Maximum. 
Scantlings in imported sizes £ d. £s, d. 
2in. by 3 in. to4in. byllin. 47 9 0 58 0 0 
PLANED BOARDS. 
Prime CLEAR BRITISH COLUMBIAN Pine. 


Per standard. 

; £64 4 
lin. by 1liny ..... Ascpeeweowcesed Ses THO 0 
1 in. by 9 in. Per square. 

8. d. 
1 in. plain edge flooring ........... eoosece' 10, 3 
BUFO oo. ole Vife ccc eeweveeese’ e' "70 6 
1 in. er and grooved. ..........ceceee 56 3 
BS. ANGD hos 2 ob 8t 2 erwrmreniewe secret we 6 
MATCHING. per square. 

8. 
j eer eee Secedsegevesevccvecion coeee 40 0 
ee ee ee re ore - 6°33 
BVA Ree Ee ee eer»)! 59 0 


PLUMBERS’ BRASS WORK. 
eae 3 eae , 


$.D. > CRUTCH Hiean, FOR. IRON 


1n. 
33/- 51/— per doz. 
Tomer Bre COCKS FoR IRON. 
in. in. 
©0/- 72/— per doz. 


S.D. stop Cocks For IRON. 
3 as/- ‘so 209) Beil 4567 
§.D.S. C At gM 


4SP- 5% Ia 2 stor Ey 62 
rf — 240/- 372/- 624/- 
Dousie Nut BOoIe af 24) aba 


Zin. Zin, 1in 
72/- i15/- 144/- de 3847 per doz. 
‘APS 7 Screw: . 


+ Fa 1g/e" 2 35/5 a5 as 7 716 per doz. 
19 i Bs 904 


. 2 in 34 in 
10/9 1¥6 hy 5 a 46h eed doz. 
RAPS WITH BRASS CLEANING SCREWS. 

iE xe ibs 14 X 6 Ibs. : x 7 ibs. 3 X 7 Ibs, 
Lead P. 26/- 34/- 55/- 92/-perdoz. 
L:ad S. 34/- 41/- 67/-  115/—perdoz. 
Soiper.—Plumbers’, 1/7. Tinmen’s, 2/1. Blow pipe 
2/6 per Ib. 





* The information given on this page has been 
specially compiled for THe BuiLper, and is copyright. 
The aim in list is to give, as far as possible, the 
average prices of materials, not necessarily the highest 
or lowest. Quality Bk quantity obviously affect 
prices—a fact which shi be remembered by those 





eek us ee eon Prices are subject 
to 24 per cent. cash discount. 











to 2s 


Raw) 
Boilec 
Genu 


Genu: 


Genui 
Linsee 
Utilit 
Size, : 











June 2 1944 


PRICES CURRENT OF MATERIALS—(contd.) 
See Note at top of preceding page. 


METALS. 
Joists, Onis &c., to LONDON STATION PER 
RS. Joists, cut and fitted ............ £24 0 0 
Plain Compound Girders ........see 2610 0 
Stanchions .......... 290 «0 
ode Cuadine> abihe weaheite 35 0 0 


In Roof Work 
aoe pt oe prices are for ene Pieces and not 
of an awkward nat 


MiLD Sf EEL ROUNDS.—To Rendon Stations, per 

on. 

Diameter. a. 4. 
Ie voce 53 *s ateciots 2115 0 
— paassh cs 22 & 0 sia 21 5 U 


WROUGHT TUBES AND FITTINGs. 
Deliveries from works, 
Deliveries from London stock fovtines 73% gross. 


Pig 


4 4 
Gay Pn an NA Te ie a wi 


Galv. heavyweight 5 30 
Tubes and tubulars mR. Ve inclusive, oun extra 
of 5% less gross, 
Fittings. Figs. 25/34 5% less gross discount. 
Terms.—Nett cash end of month following date of 
mele Pavlos paid on lots of £10 nett value and 
C.L Ha.r-Rounp Gutrers—London Prices ex 
Works, per yd. in 6 ft. lengths. 


a, mi 
re i9 


Tubes, 
+" {6° 





appenegt 





NETT 
Tonnage allowance—4-ton lots, 5 per.cent. 
2-ton lots, 24 per cent. 
L.C.C. Coatrp Som Prrrs—London Prices, ex Stock. 
__ Per yd. in 6 fts, — Branches 


wry 
SR 
‘ed 








+ 3/2 
4/5 2/103 3/113 
Ya din 38 
5/32 4/5 6/3 
cwt. qr. Ibs. per yard. Bends. Branches. 
3 in. 6/0 1/3 11/6 
4m. - 8/7 8/2 14/5 
5 in., - 10/7 14/9 22/3 
6 in. 2 12/9 17/0 29/8 
Gaskin, 75/- per cwt. 
Per ton basis 
in lgeton,, 
8. 
Tron.—Staffordshire Crown, Merchant 
GOD ss cre cssiteigecvctedise'cs o"'38- 7 6 
Iron.—Staffordshire Marked Bars ...... os? 6 
Mild Sodal Bare... oisivic BiAilds ccccccccces 1915 0 
Mild Steel Hoops ......c-cccesssseseeee 21 10 0 


per ton (two-ton lots). 
oe. Steel Sheets, C.R. and C.A.— 


OO . cinsacigecth dacscpacetes - 2417 6 
24 Sauge PbepwVecicccvbstevivarietie “me: 2. .¢ 
QB GRE! | Vine co ab byes bbe voedvpees see 17 6 
Galvanised Corrugated Sheets, 6 ft. wen 
2D GAUGED. cevcichVodrccccbsvecacete 27 0 0 
oe dvcvdedbvvvivccsvecetided - 2710 0 
DE 6 octal ai iisVeccedebodd 28 15 0 
Galvanised Flat Sheets, C.R. and C.A.— 
AD 9 ounce Bes GhMNbd bo oc cnc ccunes 28 10 0 
24 BAUBC eevcceseccceees eccccesesee 29 0 0 
26 GAUGS.  ccoccccccccccsveceecs povacses0 5 O 
; Per ton 
£ sa. d. 
Cut Neila, 2 in. end ap | cesiccsacccvcees - 2810 0 


ALL Nett. 

MerTAL Winpows.—Standard sizes, suitable for 
complete houses, including all fittings, painting two 
coats, and delivery to job, average price about 2s. 4d. 
to 2s. 7d. per foot super. 


THE BUILDER 











The information given in this table is copyright. ‘Rates of wages in England 


451 


BUILDING TRADE WAGES IN SCOTLAND 


Following are grade rates authorised by the Scottish N.J.C. from February 1. Every 
endeavour is made to ensure accuracy, but we cannot be responsible for errors that may occur. 








Grade Classification A Al A2 A3 B Bl 
2/04 2/0 1/114 1/11 1/104 1/10 
1/7 1 /6} 1/6} 16 1/54 1/53 
Dumfriesshire --A2 Inverness.......... e Perthshire .......2A2 
Dundee ae’ Inverurie ....... . Al Peterhead ........ Al 
Dunoon A i ineshiro ..A2 Renfrewshire ......A 
Berwickshire A2 East Fife A Kinross-shire ...... A Rothesay ......++++ A 
Bridge of Allan ....A East Lothian ...... A Lanarkshire ......A Roxburghshire aonsien 
Broughty Ferry ....A Edinburgh ........ A Midlothian Ra seen A 
Clackmannanshire. .A Fifeshire ........ A Monifieth ........ A Ae 
Doune.....csscee- A Forfarshire .,...... A2 Moray and Naira B m 
Dunblane eyig toils A Gieegon Finedina Gee A Newport .......... 
umbartonshire .. PORDOCK cccccees A lesshire 
D apt Pag Al Hamilton ........ A a sa oes 
*This town has its own rates : Masons, 1/9}; Carpenters, 1 Plasterer, 
but 1/11 is paid owing to the scarcity at ae Painters, 1/94 and Plumer, hed 1/5. 104 


far arg are pop ibe on nto 








VARNISHES, &c. 





Per gallon. 
&. Bu: Oe 
016 0 
dy 018 0 
‘ 100 
om 12.0 
he 160 
i 114 0 
1 Inside 1.0 0 
i a 100 
_ Copal 2 or me EEE ie : | : 
ine PL weduwcscue “a 
Hard Mn ec.cgmtee Gane E 1,0 0 
Fine Hard Drying Oak ....... ‘ id om 
Fine Copal Varnish............ a 3.426 
Pale Gee tS. edbobvocede a 114 0 
hs 2 cheataadnddecs a 1 4.6 
Best Japan Gold Tek: isevdceine sd 114 6 
WOO SRE PUN c 0: < 0 vinianoena  <entbine 012 0 
Oak and Mahogany Stain (water)........ 014 0 
I ES oo oe aion rns oc eécecsipis 0 9 6 
DONE TONE Ss pea sdascssecdovoesebed 016 0 
Kisotting (patent) «3555s nccccsveccsee 017 0 
French and Brush Polish..........++++++ 014 0 
Liquid Dryers in Terebene ...........+++ 011 0 
LEAD, &c. 
Per ton 
(Delivered in London.) Fol 
LEap.—Sheet. English, 4 Ib. and is aat-hesei 38 0 0 
Pipe in coils 
Soil pipe .......... 
Compo pipe 





Nore.—Country delivery, 20/- per ton extra, lots 
under 3 cwt. 4/- per cwt. extra and over 3 cwt. and 
under 5 cwt., 2/6 per cwt. extra. Cut to sizes, 4/- per 











cwt, extra. 
Old lead, ex London 3 
at Mills.cc.cesees one ton \e18 o@ 
The of 
Hall Mark Craftsmanship 


IR RAID 
DAMAGE REPAIRS 


LASS SUPPLIED 
or GLAZING 


SHOP FRONTS ano PLATE GLASS 


_ REPLACEMENTS RECEIVE 
IMMEDIATE ATTENTION 


AYGEE [?P. 


England's Largest 
Glazing Contractors. 


.100 WESTMINSTER BRIDGE RD., S.E.1 
Ring: Waterloo 6314 





PAINTS, ‘ ‘ ¢ 
Raw Linseed Oil (5 galls.) .. per gallon 
Boiled Linseed Oil (5 galls.) "... 074 
beep Ground English White Lead, 311 9 
Genuine White Lead’ Paint, i4-1b. tins free, 
cwt. » 416 6 
Genuine Red Lead _ .......++ ae ri 218 6 
Linseed Oil Putty (Kegs extra ~ oe 3 
Utility Putty (Packages returnable) 13 9 
Size, XD quality .....cceceee fkn, 049 
Turpentine substitute can be obtained and prices 
vary scooting 60 Quality Wom 378 gallon upwards, 


(6 lines) 














THE SCOTTISH BUILDER 
NEW BUILDINGS 


BAILLIESTON.—Plans in hand for recon- 
struction, alterations and additions at Main- 
st., for which the architect is W. R. Purte, 498, 
St. Vincent-st., Glasgow.,; 

BOTHWELL.—Plans prepared for aterptions 
and additions to farm buildings at Raith, 


which the architects ang quantity arcipies 
are James Davidson & Son, 6, Academy-pl., 
Coatbridge. 


CARLUKE.—Miners’ Welfare Commission, 46, 
Carlton-pl., Glasgow, to carry out extension to 
Welfare buildings at Castlehill colliery. 

CARNWATH.—Plans in hand for reconstruc- 
tion of farm building at Craighall and new 
dairy buildings, for which the architects are 
David Purdie & Son, 107, North Vennel, Lanark. 

LESMAHAGOW.—Plans in hand for altera- 
tions and extensions at Southfield-ter., for 
which the architect is Thomas Stewart, South- 
field, Kirkmuirhill. 


War-time Building Supplies. 


A second list of revisions of the M.0.W. 
Schedule of Requirements for Govern- 
been issued. 








ment Departments has 
‘(H.M. Stationery Office, Price 1d.) 
GLASS. 

SHEET GLASS, ORDINARY GLAZING QUALITY 

CUT SIZES. 

Per ft. —_ 4 

WROR. in 4260s o 5sloasly adele Solate sepchcatiebecee 
24 oz. Clear or “R” quality....... acebes added cal 
TGlc ac ncamae dena si tasake ce wavbaecaaniee - 
SPOR -caccccuccesquadccudaes ocnceedbetete -- 8F 


ae ROLLED PLATE AND FIGURED 
DRAL, ETC., tN CUT SIZES. 
‘oo rer 300 ft. super of all kinds. 


Per ft. 
Rolled plate, } in. .......... nee aaeerenase% 6id. 
Roogh cast double rolled P= cocces 6e re skad Hae 
Rough cast double — eee 
Figured rolled, and Cai See ovo dae aE 


Figured rolled and Cathedral, tin’ 

Rotied BENG irsine cop cankh sociedesqsecttnene<s 

Reeded, Broad reas Cross Reeded and Chevron 
Reeded, SO CEE sccccescccosecoeseeees 1 

erm crag is ~ same price as rough cast double 
rol 






Wve Renee, 2 in. thick .... 


6 

O} 

° 0 

> 2 

a 0 94 

mg * @ 4 Ta thick vedeh qecteee re ar) 

rr « ov Sim WG fo pas sere sieves ey Oe 

“VITA” GLASS. Per ft. 

“Vita ” Plate Glass, about sy in. thick— 8, da. 

50 2G SOs -<e-se cerns eeccccsiscece 5.0 

Oat 7 10. GG. cc ccccbcndesnqacs<yce ey ed | 

“ Vita ” Sheet Glass, oe $9/20 O82 cea aa ® 

Cathedral “ Vita” Glass 
£ te thisknaes: 6.02. i ess wdeed 2 : 
%& in. 7 nS Wired “ Vita” Glass ...... es, 3,6 
GLASS BRICKS. s. d, 

P.B. 1—8 in.x a «eee 2 9 each nett 
PB. 2—5} in. x53 in.X3¢ine ll 26” yg 
PB. 3—7} in.x7Z in.X3¢in. 1... 3 6 i 
P.B. 32—7} in. x 732 in. x3} in. ..... 3 6 we 
Radiused Corner Bricks to match up with— 

BR: 2 os osthbedepeayece cocccccse 4 Geach nw 
PEs Picccccsdodecscéodseccocsse OCG Fig 
PR SB cicccccsccccccscvesvecssee( O@ e 
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DECORATIVE. CEMENT 


FINISHES 
NEW DEVELOPMENTS IN CONCRETE. 


Some 40 members of the Federation of 
Greater London Master Builders recently 
visited the eoooges depot of the 
Cement Marketing Co., Ltd., to witness 
demonstrations of .the application of 
white and coloured cements for decora- 
tive finishes and 'to see new developments 
which have been made in methods of pro- 
ducing concrete. 

A type of rendering demonstrated, 
which is to be advocated for post-war 
work, -is the Tyrolean finish. This con- 
sists of an absorbent backing coat com- 
posed of 1 ae cement, 1 part lime and 
8 parts sand, or 1 part cement to 4 parts 
sand, left with a trowelled finish, on to 
which the facing mixture is applied: by 
means of a small hand-operated machine 
which flicks the material on to the, back- 
ing and, in three almost. continuous 
operations, builds up. a _honeycombed 
surface about 4 in. thick. This produces 
a rendering of low density,.and rough 
texture which is less liable to .craeck or 
eraze or show other blemishes than are 
dense, smooth finishes. It is produced in 
a number of delicate shades. 

Cement paint, for decorating and water- 
proofing brick, concrete, cement asbestos 
wall boards and similar surfaces, was 
also demonstrated. 

A new and simplified method of con- 
crete making by the use of stabilised 
coloured cement grout for road, pavement 
and floor construction was shown. By 
the “Cheecol’”’ patented process coarse 
reject stones, all retained on a 1-in. sieve, 
are laid in place first; a grout is then pre- 
pared which consists of 1 part cement 
to 14 or 1 parts sand with a specified 
quantity of water to which ‘ Cheecol” 
liquid i8 added, which is then poured on 
the stones, the grout freely penetrating 
into all the voids which it completely 
fills, producing a dense, strong concrete. 
The grout is mixed in an ordinary con- 


. erete mixer or even by hand in a tub, 


whence it can be gravitated, pumped or 
barrowed on to the stones and the surface 
subsequently screeded off. 

Considerable time and labour are saved 


since the coarse aggregate is dumped , 


direct in its final position and finished 
level without having to be proportioned 
and mixed on the site as in normal con- 
crete work. Large aggregate unsuitable 
far ning by normal methods can be 
used. 

Concrete roads, floors, footpaths, etc., 
can be simply and inexpensively pro- 
duced in colour by grouting with coloured 
cement throughout or using a coloured 
grout for the upper part of the concrete 
slab only. 

‘The manufacture of lightweight con- 
crete and mortar by this process was also 
demonstrated. For this purpose a. mix 
of Lt 1. cement to 3 or 4 parts sand to 
which a specified quantity of water is 
added is stirred rapidly in a special 
whisking machine, whereby air is in- 
duced’ into the mass in the form. of 
minute stable bubbles. The volume of 
the mix can be increased as desired up 
to ‘about 120 per cent. 

By increasing the volume 50 per cent. 
the resulting concrete weighs approxi- 
matély 85 lb. per cu. ft. and specimen 
blocks of this mix which were. shown 
were waterproof, perfectly true to shape 
and size and could be nailed or sawn. 
The lightest material specially suitable 
for insulating purposes was shown to 
float on water. 

The aerated mortar provides a plaster- 
ing material which is easy to lay and 
possesses excellent thermal and acoustic 
properties and at the same time prevents 
condensation. : 


B.S. Specification. __ ; 

The following British Standard Speci- 
fication has been issued from’ 28, Vic- 
toria-st., 8.W.1: Clinker Aggregate’ for 
Figin Concrete (No. 1165), price 2s. post 
ree. 


THE BUILDER 


“WOMEN IN THE BUILDING 
INDUSTRY” 


A CONFERENCE on this subject, arranged 
by the Women’s Engineering Society and 
the Electrical Association for Women, 
was held in London recently. The meet- 
ing. was presided over by the Lady Den- 
man, D.B.E. 


Miss J. F. Jackson said that she was 


born. and bred in the building industry, 
but it was not easy to persuade her father 
to allow her to become a builder. She 
had worked in every department of the 
building trade, and after her own experi- 
ence she felt that women could do every- 
thing except excavating and concreting, 
——— she herself had done both these 
{obs omen were doing wood turnery 
n many factories and making as good a 
job of it as men. They could also do 
paint spraying and brush work much 
better than men, and they had a better 
sense of colour. 

The speaker insisted that women 
should have complete training, for they 
could not expect to know much about 
building without spending many years at 
the practical work on the job to augment 
the theoretical training which they could 
acquire at technical schools. Her own 
training had included building construc- 
tion, civil engineering, designing, and gas 
fitting. 

Many references were made at the meet- 
ing to the work being done in electrical 
wiring by women in the Services and in 
industry. 

All speakers agreed that women ‘must 
have practical training. 

Reference was made to the Report on 
Training for the Building Industry, par- 
ticularly to the following: ‘In general, 
greater emphasis should be laid on 
intelligence and educational standard 
than on physical strength beyond the 
average ’’; regarding selection of trainees 
“especially if the work they have been 
doing has been of such a character as to 
give them a reasonable degree of manual 
dexterity, even where their experience 
has been gained in a craft or trade quite 
remote from the building industry ”’; 
“who have received training either in 
the technical services of the armed forces 
or in war industry, e.g., R.A.F. 
mechanics or semi-skilled machine- 
workers in war factories.”” These quota- 
tions.were considered as indicating the 
suitability for the building industry of 
many women now’ engaged on technical 
work in the Services or in war industry. 

The meeting,» generally agreed that 
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women could be found suitable for all 
forms of work in the building industry, 
even -for excavating, Lapy DENMAN 
referring’ to the preference which the 
Women’s Land Army has for this work. 
The following resolution was passed 
unanimously :— 

“In view of the anticipated shortage 
of labour in the building industry 
arising from housing scliemes adequate 
to the needs of the nation, the Govern- 
ment should consider the provision for 
women of training facilities in appro- 
priate trades in the building industry, 
and the trade unions concerned should 
introduce any modifications necessary 
in their rules and practices to facilitate 
the employment of women trainees.” 


FUTURE CONSTRUCTION 


The Editor welcomes authentic information for this 

section from architects, surveyors or contractors. 

Items should reach 4, Catherine-street, Aldwych, 
W.C.2, not later than Tuesday morning. 


CONTRACTS . OPEN 


For some contracts still open, but not. in- 
cluded in this list, see previous issues. Those 
with an asterisk are advertised in this number. 
The dates at the heads of paragraphs are those 
for the submission of tenders; a dagger (t) 
denotes closing date for applications; the name 
and address at the end refer to the person 
from whom particulars may be obtained. 


BUILDING 


JUNE 5. 

Hornsey T.C.—Works at maternity and child 
welfare centres: (1) Structural alterations and 
decorations at Centre No. 2, Burgoyne Hall, 
N4; (2) Conversion of premises at Fortis Green, 
N.10, to Centre No. 5; (3) Erection of perarnbu- 
lator sheds at Centres Nos. 1, 2 and 5. J. H. 
Melville Richards, B.E, and 8. Dep. £2. 

Leeds Housing Committee.—(a) Re-erection 
and full completion of 110, Fairfield-cres,, West- 
field estate Contract 199; (b) repairs at 87, 
Whitehall-rd., Contract 199, . A. H, Livett, 
Housing Director, Priestley House, Quarry Hill, 
Leeds, 9. Dee. £2, 

Luton E.C.—For alterations to sanitary. con- 
veniences at Surrey-st., and Dunstable-rd. 
infants’ schools, B.E. Dep. £1 1s. 

Shefheld Estates Committee.—Conversion and 
adaptation of following properties: (1) 9 and 11, 
Grange-rd., repairs and alterations to form 4 
flats; (2) 106 and 108, Whitham-rd., repairs and 
alterations to form 5 flats; (3) 3, Whitham-rd., 
repairs and alterations to form 2 flats; (4) 
180, Bramhall-la., reinstatement .of existing 
premises ; (5) 84, Fawcett-st., alterations to form 
one house and 2 flats; (6) 7, Priory-pl., altera- 
tions to form 2 flats. W. G. Davies, City Archi- 
tect. Dep. £1, JUNE 7 


Dunfermline T.C.—For work in various trades 
for extensions at Maternity Hospital, St. 
Leonard’s, Hill. C. R. Douglas & Son, Pruden- 
tial-chbrs., East Fort. Dunfermline. Dep. £1 1s. 
_ TtNotts €.C.—Erection of brick hut for build- 
ing classes at County Technical College, Work- 
sop. County Architect, Shire Hall, Nottingham. 

Oakham U.D.C.—Erection of fire station. S. 

JUNE 10. 

Eccles T.C.—For repairing and adapting small 

number of houses. B.E. and §. 
JUNE 13. 

Manchester T.C.—Alterations to premises at 
Minshull-st. to form Probation Officers’ rooms 
rg’ Juvenile Court. City Architect. Dep. 

s. 


JUNE 14, t 
*tisle of Ely C.C.—Boiler house, Wisbech 
Institution, also installation of services. R. D. 
Robson (A.), C. Architect, County Hall, March. 
Dep. £2 2s. Tenders by July 11. 

_ Salford T.C.—Erection of prefabricated build- 
ing, together with site works, foundations and 
finishings at Summerville estate. City E. 

JUNE 15, _ 

Lewes T:€.—External painting of 254 houses 
at Landport estate and 12 flats at Priory-st. 
C. T. Butler (L.), BS. | 

Liverpool T.C.—Extensions to nurses’ home, 
Fazakerley Sanatorium. City Architect and 
Director of Housing, Blackburn-chambs., Dale- 
st., Kingsway, Liverpool, 2. Dep. £2 2s. 

JUNE 16. 

Manchester Transport Committee,—Erection 
of temporary boiler house at motor ’bus garage. 
City Architect, Dep. £1 1s. 


JUNE 20. , : 
York T.C.—Repairs and adaptations at 2. 
Scarborough-terr.; 32, Newborough-st.; 49 and 
51, Lavender-gr.; and 210, Beckfield-la. C. J. 
Minter, City E. and Architect. 


PAINTING, ELECTRIC LIGHTING, 
HEATING, ETC. 


JUNE 5. 
Mansfield E.C.—Internal cleaning and paint- 
ing work at various schools. A, L. Maylan, 
Acting B.E. Dep. £1 1s. 
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JUNE 
Leyton T.C.—Internal a ewig § susie 


and repairs to school buildings: Howe 
M.Inst.C.E., B.E. and 8. Dep. 
JUNE 9. 
Poole €.C.—Internal decorations at two 
schools. J. R. Barron, q 
JUNE 10. 
Liverpool T.C.—Part interior cleaning and 


painting at ee Mommitel East, Mill-la., Old 
Swan. City E. and 


JUNE 12, 

Montgomeryshire E.C. — For redecorating 
various schools. D. of E.,,County Ed. Offices, 
Newtown. 

JUNE 1 

Salford T.C.—Painting ook at schools. D. 
of- E., Chapel-st. 

JUNE 14. 


Durham £.C,—Internal painting and decora- 
tion of various schools. F. Willey (F.), 34, Old 
Elvet, Durham. 

Liverpool T.C>Internal and external int- 
ing, -_ limewashing at certain schools. 


City 
JUNE 15. 
Cieckheaton.—Internal painting and_ decora- 
tion at Whitcliffe Mount Grammar _ School. 
J. W. H. Bury, Clerk, Ed. Offices, 5, Albion-st. 
JUNE 17. 
Henley-on-Thames T.C. —External redecoration 
of 33 houses at Western-ave.. hnd Vicarage-rd. 


ad E 24, 
Shrewsbury.—E sxternal painting and internal 
redecoration work at County Council Hospital. 
G. Chant, County Architect, 5, Belmont, 


Shrewsbury. 


NO DA 
Ashton-under-Lyne_ E. é.—Bainting ct: at 
various schools. G. W. Hardforth, f E., Ed 


Office, 8, Warrington-st., Ashton. 
*Whittingham. —External painting of parton 
of Mental Hospital buildings. W. A. Higgs, 


Clerk and Steward, Whittingham “Mental 
Hospital, nr. Preston. 
ENGINEERING, IRON AND STEEL 


ROAD, SEWERAGE AND 
WATER WORKS 


JUNE 6. 
Shepshed ‘U.D.C.—Tarspraying of roads. C., 
Council Offices. 


NE7, | 

Droylsden U.D.C.—Paving repairs. 
JUNE 10. 

E.C.—Relaying and refacing play- 

Ed. Office, Cecil-rd. 


E. and 8. 


Bristol 
grounds at certain schools. 


JUNE 
Stockport C.B.—Taking et — track and 
be B. B 


relaying new concrete ‘ axter, 
A.M.Inst.T., ‘General Minaker Transport 
Offices, Mersey-sq. 


JUNE 19. _ 
Manchester T.C.—For flagging and kerbing 
repairs (labour only) in various streets. City 8. 


NO DATE. 
Salford T.C.—Tarspraying of approx. 60,000 
sq. yds. City E. 


‘PUBLIC shy ahaa 
NE 5. 
Eastbourne, — Arent Master 
Building Subjects, including Plumbing. puelr. 
cations to Headmaster, Junior Technical Sc ool 
and Evening Institute, “The Grange,” St. 
Anne’s-rd., Eastbourne. 


to teach 


JUNE 8. 
*Derbyshire C.C.—Temporary Architectural 
Assistants. £300, plus £49 8s. war bonus. . J. 
Harrison, County "Architect, St. Mary’s Gate. 

Newcastle-on-Tyne E.Cc. — (a) Graduate to 
take science, technical drawing and midthe- 
matics; (b) history or geography graduate to 
take general English Subjects; (c) Handicraft 
Instructor in wood and metalwork. Forms from 
T. Walling, ons Pad E., City Ed. Office, 
Northumberland-rd 


14, 

West Sussex ©.C.—Two Masters at Junior 
Technical School for Building, Bognor Regis. 
Forms of application from D. of E., County 
Hall, Chichester. 

JUNE 17. 


*East Sussex E.C.—(a) Head of Department, 


(b) Assistant Master at East Grinstead Junior 
Technical School of Building. wo from J. H. 
Baines, D. of E., County Hall, Lewes. 
*Oxford E.C.—Full-time Teacher of Building, 
Drawing and Geometry at Schools of Tech- 
nology, Art and Commerce. Forms from Chief 
Education Officer, City Ed. Office, 77, George-st. 


JUNE 21, , 
*Bradford.—Temporary Architectural Assist- 
ants. £375, plus £45 10s, AN bonus. peolics. 
tions, quoting E.A. 959 XA, to Ministry of 
Labour and National dentica Room 432, 

Alexandra House, — London, W.C.2. 


JUNE 
Ham  C.B. — mera porary © Assistant 


West 
£400, yy £49 10s. 9d. war 


Building Surveyor. 


THE BUILDER . 


bonus. we from B. §., Town Hall, West 


Ham, E.1 


JUNE 30. 

Belfast Education Authority.—Head of Build- 
ing Trades Department at College of Tech- 
nology. #£600.£25-£700 or . _ Application 
form from J. Stuart Hawnt, D. of E., Educa- 
tion Office, College of Technology, Belfast. 


GENERAL BUILDING WORK 


Bakewell.—_R.D.C. propose erection of pump- 
ing station at Froggatt. 

Bootle.—E.C. poonene extensions at Techni- 
cal College, at £10,124 

Coventry.—C.E. authorities propose Girls’ 
Senior school at Alderman’s Green-rd.—R.C. 
authorities propose Senior Catholic school at All 
Souls’, Earlsdon 

Dariington.—F.C. propose scullery at Albert> 
rd. school. 

Durham.—Cackett, Burns Dick & McKellar, 
Ellison-pl., Newcastle, are architects for 
miners’ hostel at South Pelaw, Durham. 

Heywood. — T.C. nt adaptation of St. 
Ann’s Mission as nurse 

Hyde.—Newton Miil Co., Lid., propose addi- 
tions to mill. 

Macclesfield.—Cheshire C©.C. propose conver- 
sion of “Sutton Oaks” into home for aged 
persons. 

Manchester—T.C. approved extensions to 
works, G. G. Baines (F.), 12-24, Guildhall-st., 
Preston ; additions to dairy, Brook Farm, Brook: 
rd., Chorlton-cum- Hardy, for C. E. Boden, 
Sunter, architect, 6, Meadowbank, Choriton-cum- 
Hardy ; conversion into four flats, 309, Wilms- 
. and Lord-sf., Fallowfield, for C. Barber, 

_L. Doyle, architect, 26, Hollins la., Marple 
Bridge, Marple, Ches; additions to’ bak ery, 
Egerton-rd., Fallowfield, for D. & L. Todd, 
Lid.; conversion of two houses into four flats. 
at Atwood-rd., Didsbury, for A. Shemash, A. R! 
Chess (L.), 50, High Grove-rd., Cheadie, 

es 
orecambe.—Lancashire E.C. propose branch 
lbeary adjoining old Grammar school. 

Shicld Ids.—Co-operative. bakery to be 
built er! Chirton. 
orthumberland.—C.C. acquired site at 
ieonktecaton for infant welfare centre. Plans 
by W. W. Tasker, County Architect, County 
Hall, Newcastle-on-Tyne. 

Northwich. .—Cheshire C.C. propose orthopzdic 
clinic 

Salford.—P.H.C. propose nursery at Summer- 
ville estate. 

South Shields.—Howard Hill, Winchester-st., 

appointed architect fos rebuilding Laygate- la: 
Infant school, South Shields. 

Stony Stratford. th orth Bucks and South 
Northants’ Joint Health Committee propose 
Psycho-therapy Clinic, cost, £2,000, 

Tynemouth.—W. Stoc kdale, 73, Howard-st., 
North Shields, is architect for converting No. 
52, Jackson st. into flats, for’ H. » Burton. 

Wellingborough.—U.D.C. propose additions at 
Wellingborough Park hospital for maternity 
unit and at St. John Emergency Maternity 
Home buildings for nurses’ homes, 











ott 
wogal 
ae 





A \ 
% 
% 
% 
3, ) 
oO tine 
yo 
: ¢O 
Gsch* 


STEEL 
SCAFFOLDING 


COMPANY °* LIMITED 
82 - Victoria Street - London - SWI 





453 


BRITISH RESTAURANTS AND 
4a CANTEENS 


Ashton Lyne. — Lancs E.C. propose 
canteen kitchen at Junior Technical school. 
Bolton.—E.C, propose central kitchen for 
school meals in north district. 
Leyland.—Brook Mill Gheyiand), 1 a, 
spinners, propose ones. ate Brook 
Manchester.—E.C. A. and 
dining centre at St. Anne's BR. R.C. school, Rosina- 
st., Higher pera aT. 
Middlesbrough bout by E.C. 
foe, olen veRitehens at at a ll anes. 
leton.— Cash an arry ”’ 
xestaurant in Rhodes district. 
idham.—T.C. approved plans for roe at 
Tris Mill, Hollinsete for Iris Mill, Ltd 
Oswestry.—Salop C.C. propose canteens at 
Junior school and at Technical. Institute. 
ochdale.—E.C. propose. central kitchen at 
Ashfield-rd. 
Scarborough.—E.C. propose ‘adaptation of 
building at Factory yard for meals Centre. 
Stockton-on Tees, — E.C. propose school 
kitchens at Brisbane Gr., Green-la. and Rag- 
worthrd.—School_ dining-rooms proposed at 
Grangefield+d., Headlam-st,.and Billingham-rd. 
Tynemouth.—E.C. to erect two school kitchens. 


TENDERS 


* Denotes accepted. 

t+ Denotes provisionally | spate. 

¢ Denatosoa cepted sub ‘p,modi 
enotes acceptéd su ect 

{ Denotes aecepted H.M atin 
departments. 


Durham.—Erection . of ‘Miners’ 


cotton- 





hostel at 


Plawsworth. Plans by Cackett, Burns Dick & 
McKellar, _Eliison-pl., Newcastle : *Stephen 
Easten, Ltd., Westgate Grange, Newcastle. 


Greenock.—For alterations and eee and 
reconStraction for six houses ab Charles-st. 
David L, Henderson, Old Harbour Trust Offices, 
Wallace-sq., architect. ‘General contractor 
*The McArthur Concrete Co., Ltd., Glasgow. 

’ , See. —For erection of loading bays, for 
E. Reyrolle & Co., Litd.: *A. Anderson, 
bia, Stanmore-rd., Newcastle-on-Tyne. 
mchurch, — Repairs to houses, _ for 
Rainham: 


upe 18 and 20, Harlow-rd., 

*Baker, Hammond & Laver, New-rd. 
Works, Rainham, £650; 22-32, Harlow-rd,: 
itt ies Webb, 35, :Beverley-gdns., Hornchurch, 
9 


Vecuwe (Air Ministry).—The Directorate of 
Contracts has placed contracts of £500 or over 


ay —- 

Electrical work: C. J. Bartley & Co., Ash- 
bourne, Derbyshire. 

Installation work: Rigg-& Remington, Ltd., 
London, N.W.7 


Surface dressing work: . Tarslag, ._ Ltd., 
Wolverhampton ; and Norman er? Ltd., York. 
Surfacing work: . & Glossop, ° Ltd. 
London, W.6; Wm... Tawse, Lid.,. Aberdeen : 
and &. M. Douglas (ry Lid., 
Birmingham, 


23 
S eemene work: J. Turney & Co., Bicester, 


Theaten (Ministry of Works),—The following 
conirectey have been.placed during week ending 


er" Building work, Hammond & Miles. 
Scrafton-rd. Works, Ilford ; and Kent & Sussex 
Contractors, Ltd., Carlt lton-rd., Erith, Kent. 

Buckinghamshire: Building work, Rust & 
Ratcliffe, 92, Broad-st., Chesham, Bucks. 

1gcumberland : Civil engineering, James Millar, 

London-rd., Carlisle. 

ion Building work, H. C. Leach, 8-12, 
Southfield-rd., Waltham Cross, Herts. 

Gloucester: Building work, W. J. B. Halls, 
Ltd., Barton Gates, Gloucester. 

Lancashire: Building work, __Yarwoods 
(Altrincham), td., Moss-la. Bridge, Altrincham. 

Northumberland: Building--work, James R. 
Rutherford & Sons, Ltd., 123, Jesmond-rd., 
Newcastle-on-Tyne. 

Yorkshire: Building work, G. Wimpey & Co.. 
Lid.,. Thorpe-la. Sidings, ‘Robin Hood, nr. 
Wakefield, Yorks. 

{London (War Dept.).—Works somencty 
placed by War Dept., for week.ended May = 

Ches: Miscellaneous work, Ed. Pritchard & 
Son, Lid., Chester; John Rimmer & Son, Ltd.. 
Liverpool. 

Monmouthshire: Miscellaneous work, W. & A. 
Davies, Ltd., Pontypool, Mon. 

Glamorgan: * Miscellaneous work, 
Construction Co., Porthcawl, Glam. 

Berks: Miscellaneous work, E. P. Gilkes & 
Son, Ltd., Aylesbury, Bucks. 

ndon: Miscellaneous work, Falkus Bros., 
Ltd., London, E.C.2. 

Surrey: Roadwork, G. Firbank & Son, Ltd.. 
Luton, Beds. 

Manchester—Additions ab Ancoats, for 
Parkinson & Sweaney, Ltd., Union-st., Ancoats: 
*J. Gerrard & Sons, Ltd., Pendlebury-rd. 
for W. Howarth & Co.: *J. R. Bradshaw, Hill- 
la. Farm, Blackley, Manchester 9. 

Newcastle-on-Tyne. — Erection of further 
school sculleries, for E.C.:—No. 7 area: *J. T. 
Main, 298, Elswick-rd., Newcastle, £998; East 


5 


Western 
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Walker area: 
Resear £200. 


*G. Bainbridge, 358, West-rd., 


Northumberland.—For erection of pig os 
M2 


etc., at Stannington Homes, for © 
Green & Son, Lid., Warkworth. 








UNITE FOR STRENGTH 








FEDERATION 
OF MASTER 





BUILDERS 


MEMBERSHIP 1941 — 856 
MEMBERSHIP 1942 — 1,612 
MEMBERSHIP TO DATE — 3,600 
LONDON REGION 37 AREA OFFICES 
PROVINCIAL BRANCHES 


BATH, BRISTOL, EXETER, FROME. 
MANCHESTER. MERSEYSIDE, PLYMOUTH. 
PORTSMOUTH. SALISBURY and TORQUAY. 
(Many Branches in course of formation} 





SUBSCRIPTION £3 .3.0 pa. 


"Phone or write ' 
Secretary: 
23, Compton Terrace, Upper St., N.1 
CANonbury 2041/3 
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Northumberland.—For rovision of school 
canteens, ete., for C.C. itchen at puemsceae 
school: *N, Glendinging, Allendale, 
canteen kitchén, at Glanton school: “Johnson 
Bros., Glanton, £134; kitchen at Longframling- 
ton ‘school: *W. ‘Brown, Thropton, . £170; 
kitchen at .Rennington C.E, school: G. 
Williamson, Alnwick, £174. 

Preston.—Erection of prefabricated dining- 
hall and classrooms . we school, for C.B. 
J. Ernest Foster, B.E. 


Palatine Construction re Vaewion «. £3,253 
Rk. Baron & Sons, Preston beg ws 3,174 
The Mertees Construction “Co.,Ltd. 

Manchester ‘ ws 3/012 
J..C. Edge, Hoghton, “hr. Preston ere X: -§ 
T. Croft & Sons, Preston... Be 


Exors. of R. Gregson, Preston 

— Hill & Sons (Preston), Lid., Preston 2090 
Thornbury.—Erection of grbtic convenience, 

for K.D.C. R. peetess© 


, Council Offices :— 
Wakefield & Sons, Bristol . £1,102 
G. F. Bryant & Sons, Ltd., - Brislington, 
Bristol 4 978 
é. Warne, Downend, “Bristol 0... =. RT 
W. Tily & Son, Chipping Sodbury ... 886 
ahaa & Son, Hambrook, Bristol ... 858 
*Benson Bros. (Bristol), Ltd., ee 
Bristol... 795 
Walthamstow. —Repair ‘and ‘adaptation at 382, 
Hale End-rd., for T.C.: *J. & J. Bean, Lid., 


£213. 


OFFICIAL NOTIFICATIONS 


Contro! of Iron and Steel. 

The Minister of Supply has made the 
Control of Iron and Steel (No. 34) Order, 
1944, which amends the Control of Iron 


and Steel (No. 33) Order, 1943, by the — 


revision of the first schedule (which 
contains basic maximum prices) and of 
certain of the related price schedules. 
In addition, prices are instituted for the 
first time for the tube steel billets and 
pipe and tube joints. Copies of the 
Order, which came into force on May 19, 
may be obtained from H.M. Stationery 
Office, York House, Kingsway, W. C2, or 
through any bookseller, price 2d. (S.R. 
& O, 1944, No. 565). 


Timber-drying Kilns. 
The Ministry of Supply announce that 
as a result of the satisfactory response 











Boyle's «sicpump Ventilator 


OVER TWO MILLION IN USE 


ROBERT BOYLE & SON, 
Ventitating Engineers, Emergency Address: 34 MORLAND 
AY, E. CROYDON, SURREY. * Tele: Addiscombe 1133 


HARDWOOD 
FLOORING 


STEVENS & ADAMS LTD. 
Point Pleasant, Wandsworth, S.W.18 
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to the invitation. fo producers and con- 
sumers of timber to erect new timber- 
drying kilns, or to modernise existing 
kilns, it is not proposed, after June 30, 
1944, to invite further applications for 
the projected construction of new kilns 
under the scheme, providing capital 
assistance. Owners of existing kilns 
which are not equipped with interna! 
shaft-fans and fully controlled steam 
heating and humidification may apply 
with a view to their modernisation where 
this is practicable. Financial assist- 
ance is given for approved schemes of 
this nature. All matters relating to 
timber-drying kilns are centralised at 
Timber Control Department’s Head- 
quarters (Branch III/6),. Clifton Down 
Hotel, Bristol, 8, to which address all 
communications and inquiries should be 
sent. 











BUCHANAN & CURWEN '™. 
ELECTRICAL 
WORK 


Schemes prepared for 


ARCHITECTS 


engaged on Post-War Planning 


ADDRESS: 
66, VICTORIA STREET, S.W.1 
Tel.: ViCtorla 6550 
Also at BRISTOL: & LEATHERHEAD 
EST. 1895 











A FRIEND IN NEED— 
new issue of the 6th edition containing 
2 oe Tables revised up to October, eat 


HOW TO ESTIMATE 


FOR EVERY CLASS OF 
BUILDING WORK 
By J. T. REA. 


Containing 730 pages with over 600 
illustrations. 


Cloth gilt. Price 16/- net , 
(By post 16/9.) J 
The 6th edition which appeared in 1937 repre 
sented quite a new undertaking, brought up-to- |; 
date in'every way, including a large amount of 
original memoranda, complete revision of prices, 
examples of analysis, and fresh detnils of costing 
involving many thousands of figures, hundreds oi 
calculations, and immense labour and research. || 
Being self-contained, it avoids the weary hunt in |! 
other books for the vital, detailed knowledge |' 
gg usually hard, if not often impossible, |! 
© find. 
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